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Wikipedia by Rob Lavinsky Wikipedia by Matt Britt
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Dedicated to those who dare  

to leave the familiar to search 

for opportunities.  This is the 

real gold in the Golden State.
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If California was a country, it would be 
in the top ten richest.  Many things like 
movies and computers made in California 
are used around the world.
California is called the Golden State.  It 
is an amazing land, with adaptive people 
and opportunities to excel. 
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California is a big state with golden 
sunshine and abundant nature.  It has 
the highest mountain in the connected 
States. 
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It also has the lowest point in North 
America.  This desert was called 
Death	Valley	by	the	pioneers	who	first	
crossed through it.  

4Death Valley from Wikipedia by Urban
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California has the biggest, ...

sequoia

General Sherman Tree in Sequoia National Park from Wikipedia by Jim Bahn
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tallest and 
oldest trees 
in the world.

redwood bristlecone pine
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It is the state with the most coast 
that varies from soft golden sand ...

7 Huntington beach from Wikipedia by  Arnold C
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to sharp jagged hills.

8Big Sur from Wikipedia by Joseph Plotz



It has high mountain lakes like beautiful 
Lake Tahoe.  It is over 500 meters deep.  
There are world famous ski resorts 
near the lake.

9
 P

ub
lic

 D
om

ai
n



1010

 L
ak

e 
Ta

ho
e 

Em
er

al
d 

B
ay

 fr
om

 W
ik

ip
ed

ia
 b

y 
Fi

na
vo

n



11

Yosemite is one of the prettiest National 
Parks.  It is a sea of ever green trees with 
steep	cliffs	and	one	of	the	USA’s	tallest	 
waterfalls.
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Around	10,000BC	the	first	“Indians”	
also called Native Americans came to 
California.  They were drawn by the 
mild climate and plentiful food  
sources.  By the time the Europeans 
discovered California there were about 
300,000 stone-age Indians 
living here.  They lived in small groups 
of less than two hundred people.  They 
made baskets to gather, trap and store 
their food.
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Fifty years after the Conquistadors 
first	came	to	the	new	world,	the	
Spanish discovered California.  The 
name California comes from a Spanish 
book about a magical land full of gold.  
The	Spanish	didn’t	find	any	gold	here	
so	they	didn’t	stay.		They	were	busy	in	
Central and South American gold and 
silver mines.
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In	the	1570’s,	an	English	Privateer	
named Sir Frances Drake, sailed around 
South America and attacked Spanish 
ships.  His ship, The Golden Hind, was 
so heavy with Spanish gold and silver 
that it was about to sink.  He stopped 
in	California	to	fix	his	ship	near	what	
will one day become San Francisco.  He 
called the land, New England or Nova 
Albion in Latin.  He claimed all the land 
for	England’s	Queen	Elizabeth.		He	and	
all his English crew then returned to 
England with their riches. 
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In	the	1770’s	Americans	on	the	East	
Coast fought for independence from 
England.  At about the same time, the 
Spanish started settling in California.  
The Spanish made mission churches, 
forts and towns up the California coast.  
The Spanish believed they were 
civilizing the locals Indians but the 
Indians were treated little better than 
slaves.  The Indians were forced to 
work for the Spanish.  Many Indians 
died from over-work and European 
diseases.  
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In 1821, Mexico, including California, won 
independence from Spain.  A few wealthy 
people made huge cattle ranches called 
Ranchos.	By	the	1840’s	millions	of	hides	
and tons of tallow were exported to the 
Eastern United States, Asia and Europe.
California leather made the belts that 
moved factory machines in the Eastern 
US and England.  
Tallow is beef fat.  It is used to make 
candles.  There is no electricity at this 
time so candles were important night 
lights.  Tallow is also used to make soap.



22Oakland Museum of California
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In 1846, the USA and Mexico 
fought a war.  At this time, 
there were less than 10,000 
Europeans in California.  The 
settlers rose up and declared 
California free from Mexico.  
This is called the Bear Flag 
Revolt.  Soon after this, the US 
Army took control of California.  
Mexico ceded California to the 
USA in 1848.
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 Zachary Taylor Public Domain

Santaanna Public Domain
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In 1848 gold was discovered in the 
mountains near Sacramento.  The 
words	“gold	rush”	spread	around	the	
world like sunshine.  It is estimated 
that over 200,000 people came to 
California during gold rush.  This 
included 25,000 Chinese.
Ninety percent of those who came 
were young and single.  Most left behind 
poverty, wars and famines.  The Miners 
were called Forty-Niners after the year 
they arrived in California, 1849.
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Wikipedia by Rob Lavinsky
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Most of the Forty-Niners came 
to California for a chance to 
strike it rich.  But they did not 
know anything about mining.  
When	they	first	arrived,	they	
were	full	of	excitement	and	“gold	
fever.”		
Forty-niners compared the gold 
rush	to	“seeing	the	elephant.”		
It	was	an	exotic,	difficult	and	
unique experience.  Getting the 
gold or even just looking for it 
turned out to be much harder 
than they expected.
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Image working at a low paid job where 
you barely make enough money to live 
for one day.  You know tomorrow you will 
do the same.  You are poor, dirt poor and 
uneducated.  You work very hard with 
your	hands	and	muscles	in	someone	else’s	
factory	or	someone	else’s	farm.
You hear there is gold in a California.  
You are thousands of miles from the 
mountains with gold.  You leave everyone 
and everything to rush to California. 
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You spend months in a crowded 
boat or dusty wagon to reach the 
mountains. When you get here, the 
hard work has just begun.  Mining 
for	gold	is	very	difficult.		It	is	hot	in	
the summer and cold in the winter.  
The hardest part is separating the 
bits of gold from mounds of dirt and 
rocks.
A few miners strike it rich.  Many 
make more money than if they had 
stayed working their dead- end jobs.  
Most of the miners do not strike it 
rich. 
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Many people grew rich selling to the 
gold	miners.		This	was	called	“mining	
the	miners.”		Miners	paid	high	prices	
for food, for a place to sleep, for their 
laundry and entertainment.
Leland Stanford made a fortune with 
his shop in Sacramento selling supplies 
like picks and shovels to the miners.  
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Even though there were not 
many citizens here, the US made 
California a state in 1850.  The 
US Congress in the East was 
afraid that another country like 
Britain or Mexico would take 
over California.  

Seal of California from Public Domain 
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American’s	believed	it	their	destiny	to	
be a country from the east coast to 
west coast. The lady in the picture 
represents this idea called Manifest 
Destiny.  She is going west.  She 
carries a book representing education, 
progress and possibility.
Notice she is stringing telegraph wires 
to connect east to the West.  See the
covered wagons and ships showing how 
people get to the West.  The Indians 
are being pushed out by the new 
comers.  We will talk more about the 
railroad trains later.



3434
Manifest Destiny - Public Domain 
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Within a few years, the gold 
rush ended.  The gold that was 
easy to get was gone.  It is 
estimated that hundreds of millions 
of dollars of gold were found during 
the California gold rush. Gold was 
under $20 an ounce back then.
Some took their money and 
returned to their far away homes.  
Many stayed in California and 
started businesses or bought 
farms.  



363636
Oakland Museum of California
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The gold rush brought many changes 
to California.  They were now more 
European people living here. 
The number of Native Americans 
Indians was about 300,000 when 
the	Spanish	first	came	here.		It	was	
half that when the Spanish left.  By 
30 years after the gold rush, there 
were only about 30,000 Indians in 
the whole state. 



38
Oakland Museum of California
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Beginning with the gold rush, it took 
people up to six months to go from the 
east coast to California.  The options 
were a long ride in a ship or a covered 
wagon. 
Some sailed to Panama, where they had 
to	cross	the	land	to	the	Pacific	and	get	
another ship.  Some sailed the long way 
around South America. 



4040Clipper Ship by M Reilly - Public Domain
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Many, like the pioneers came from the 
Eastern States.  They drove ox powered 
covered wagons called prairie schooners.  
Image what it was like to load up 
everything you own in a cloth covered 
wagon.  It took months to cross the 
thousands of kilometers.  Most of the 
land was dry.  There were mountains and 
rivers to cross.  You only ate what you 
brought with you or what you caught or 
picked along the way.
You endured all the extreme hardships 
for a chance for a better life in 
California.
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Public Domain 
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Californians wanted a railroad to 
make it easier to go from the East to 
the West.  Theodore Judah surveyed 
a way for a train to make it through 
the steep Sierra Nevada Mountains.  
After the Civil War, Congress 
allocated money.  Four business men 
who made their money during the 
gold rush, started a company called 
Central	Pacific	Railroad.		They	started	
building a railroad in Sacramento and 
headed east. 



44Theodore Judah - Public Domain 
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Most of the European men in 
California were busy looking for 
gold.  They did not want to work on 
the railroad.
The	Central	Pacific	Railroad	hired	ten	
thousand Chinese.  Blasting 
tunnels and grading rocks and laying 
the tracks  was dangerous work.
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Chinese workers in the Sierra Nevada Mountains - Public Domain 
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Iron rails and trains were made in 
the East and shipped to California.  
There was no iron industry in the 
California at that time.
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The Chinese working for the Central 
Pacific	finished	the	railroad	through	
California and Nevada. They met up 
with the eastern tracks in Utah.  
It originally took six months to go 
from the east to the west USA.
With this railroad it now it took six 
days.  Like a giant zipper, the 
Transcontinental Railroad connected 
the country from coast to coast.



5050The Last Spike 1869 by Thomas Hill - Public Domain 
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Remember Leland Stanford?  He made 
a fortune by selling picks and 
shovels to gold rush miners.  Next, he 
was the president of a railroad.  He 
became very wealthy.  Some people 
called him American Royalty because 
he was so rich.  
Sadly, his only son, Leland Stanford 
Jr died at the age of 15.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanford put much their money into 
making a world class university in  
California that was named after their 
son.
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When the gold rush gold ran out, people 
turned to other natural resources.  The tall 
Redwoods and huge Sequoia trees were cut 
down.  The lumber became buildings for the 
expanding cities.  
California has the longest coast of any State.  
Many people made a living from the sea.  Big 
factories canned sea food and shipped it all 
around the world.
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Some people like John Muir noticed 
that many of the state's natural  
resources were being used up.  They 
worked to conserve what remained.  
National Parks were made to protect 
trees and landscapes for future  
generations to enjoy.
Sadly, some resources like sardines 
were wiped out.  Some canneries went 
out of business because there were no 
more	fish.
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In	the	1930’s,	during	the	Great	
Depression many businesses failed.  
At the same time there were also 
environmental disasters.  In Oklahoma, 
people’s	farms	turn	into	dust	bowls	due	
to drought and over grazing.
It’s	estimated	that	300,000	people	
immigrated to California at this time.  
Can you image loading all you own onto 
your car and driving to a new place?  
Many of these people worked on farms 
in	San	Joaquin	Valley.		This	lady’s	face	
shows the hardness of their lives.



58 5858
Oakland Museum of California

La
ng

e 
- P

ub
lic

 D
om

ai
n 



The Depression ended during World 
War II.  Californians built ships, 
airplanes and supplies for the war.  
Because so many men were soldiers, 
there were more jobs available than 
men to work them.  Women started 
working.  
Also, Black people from the south 
moved to California to work in the 
factories.  Over 100,000 people from 
Mexico came to the California to work 
on the farms.

59
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SS John W Brown by Project Liberty Ship from Wikipedia
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Sadly, during World War II, Japanese-
Americans were forced to live in 
Internment camps.  Many with Japanese 
ancestry, lost their businesses and land.  
They lived in small rooms inside barb 
wire fences surrounded by armed guards.  
Even though their families were locked 
up, many young Japanese-Americans 
became USA soldiers.  They wanted to 
prove they were good Americans.
In	the	1980’s,	the	USA	officially	 
apologized to the Japanese-Americans 
who were interned during World War II.
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There have been other prejudices in 
California’s	history.		At	one	time,	the	 
Chinese could only do certain jobs like 
laundry.
In	the	1960’s,	African-Americans	rioted	
in Watts suburb in Los Angeles against 
prejudice and low paying jobs. Today, 
Mexican-Americans, and the gay pride 
communities continue to face challenges 
balancing cultures and integrating into 
society.
California is also extraordinary in how 
people of all colors and cultures have 
come together to make this a prosperous 
and peaceful place to live.  



64Wikipedia Rainbow flag by Ludovic Bertron
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In	1950’s,	Dr.	Fred	Terman,	was	Dean	of
Engineering at Stanford. His vision was to 
join University learning with businesses to 
make useful products.  He encouraged his 
students to set up their own local 
electronics businesses.  
Also	in	the	1950’s,	Dr.	William	Shockley	-	
inventor of the transistor - moved to 
California.  He built a factory.  Transistors 
are important to electronics like radios and 
computers.		Dr’s	Terman	and	Shockley	are	
called the Fathers of Silicon Valley.
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Silicon Valley - Wikipedia by Samykolon



Bill Hewlett and Dave Packard, two 
of	Dr.	Terman’s	students	set	up	a	 
company in a one car garage in Palo Alto 
California.  They made electronic test 
equipment.  Today, HP is one of the 
world’s	largest	companies.

HP Garage by US Department of the Interior 
67
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HP Garage -Wikipedia- by  BrokenSphere



Robert Noyce and Gordon Moore left 
Shockley’s	company.		They	started	
their own company called Intel.  
Eventually, Intel would make 
microprocessors or chips that are the 
brains of modern computers.  Intel 
developed the methods to put 
transistors	onto	a	chip.		At	first,	
there were thousands, then millions 
and now a billion transistors on one 
chip.  Chips are the basic building 
blocks of electronics like cell phones, 
computers and world-wide networks.

69
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Intel Chip - Wikipedia by Ioan Sameli
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But not so fast, when it comes to 
California’s	influence	on	the	computer.		
We	need	to	stop	and	smell	the	flowers	
of the San Francisco Hippie Scene of 
the 1960 and 1970s.  
Hippie Flower Power was based on
rebellion but also on the value of the 
individual in the sea of society.  It 
was this emphasis on self that
influenced	Silicon	Valley.		



72

Public Domain 
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When Steve Jobs was 12, he called Bill 
Hewlett of HP and asked for some free 
electronic equipment.  It is amazing that 
the boss of a hugely successful company 
answered his own phone.  Bill gave young 
Steve the equipment and also a summer job.
Steve Wozniak, known as Woz, made his 
own hobby computers.  Woz was a 
member of the Homebrew Computer Club.  
Its members were hi-tech people from the 
San Francisco area that met together at 
Stanford.		The	theme	of	the	non-profit	club	
was to help each other and make 
computers accessible for everyone. 
The	two	Steve’s	started	a	company	called	
Apple to make computers personable.  



74

Registered by the Apple Company
Fair Use Apple Macintosh
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At that time, Mainframe computers cost 
millions and were huge.  They needed 
lots of people to run them.  The Apple 
computers	and	later	other	PC’s	give	the	
individual freedom.
The Hippie idea of people power 
triumphed over expensive computers 
that only large companies could own. 
The Apple Company holds the record - 
of making the most millionaires - with 
over 300.
The personal computer has continued to 
evolve.  Today PC's can even play 
movies.
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At	first,	movies	were	made	in	the	East.	
In	1910,	D.W.	Griffith	left	New	York	and	
moved his movie crew to the small city of 
Hollywood California.  It was cheaper and 
the climate was perfect.  The short black 
and white silent movies were a big hit 
across the nation.  There was a huge 
demand for more movies.
Within	ten	years,	movies	were	California’s	
biggest industry.  The varied landscape 
of California is perfect for movie makers. 
All within a drive from LA, there are snow 
capped mountains for movies about Alaska; 
forests for Robin Hood and sand dunes 
for desert movies.  Today, California has a 
huge entertainment industry. 
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Wikipedia by boereck



79

In	the	1930’s,	Walt	Disney	started	
drawing a mouse named Mickey.  Walt 
made a cartoon movie.
Walt	leveraged	his	profits	and	made	
more movies.  Next, he made Disneyland.  
Walt liked to joke that his billion dollar 
company all started with a mouse.
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California’s	movie	industry	made	the	
actors and actresses so famous they 
are called stars.  
Hollywood’s	Walk	of	Fame	puts	names	
on the walkway of stars and those who 
have	significantly	contributed	to	the	
entertainment industry.
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In addition to being famous, movie 
stars are rich.  One place the rich and 
famous like to live is Beverly Hills. 
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California has other famous hills along 
the San Joaquin and Napa Valleys.  
Agriculture is big business here.  Many 
of the workers are mexican immigrants.  

85 California central valley - Wikipedia by Urban
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When California became a US State, 
the largest land owners were Mexican-
Americans.  Today many of the poorest 
California residents are from Mexico.   
About one third of Californians trace 
their ancestry back to Mexico.

 Mexican Americans - Wikipedia by Phospheros
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New immigrants continue to come here. 
After the Vietnam War ended many 
refugees came to live in California.
Today, the different colors and 
cultures of society get along.  
It’s	a	good	thing	too	because	the	
Californian environment is unsettled 
enough.
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California has earthquakes.  Anyone 
who has seen the tall Sierra-Nevada 
Mountains knows that the earth can 
be violent in California.  
In	1906,	an	earthquake	and	fire	
destroyed most of San Francisco.  
There have been other earthquakes 
around the state since then.  California 
also	has	wild	fires	and	mud	slides.	

91

 San Francisco - Public Domain
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 San Francisco - Public Domain
 San Francisco - Public Domain
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Every time nature breaks something 
apart, the hardy, adaptable people of 
California rebuild it.
A few years after the earthquake 
destroyed San Francisco, the citizens 
hosted a World Fair to show off their 
rebuilt city.  

 San Francisco - Public Domain

 Rebuilt San Francisco City Hall - Wikipedia by Cabe6403
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 San Francisco - Wikipedia by Danjahner
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Tourists come to California 
for the golden sun and 
glistening entertainment.  
Many decide to stay for 
the California Dream 
where the bridges are 
gates to a golden future.
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Chase to Space – The Space Race Story
Common Come-Froms – Origins of Objects
Computer Come-Froms – The Roots of Real-Time
Computers Are Easy to Understand
Cozy Clozy – From Fibers to Fabrics
Different Words – Same Meaning 
Dirt Dogs – Seeds to Cities 
Easy English – With Alford Books Volumes 1 to 4
Easy Science – 7 Eye Opening Ideas
Fishi and Birdy - A Fable of Friends
Free English - with Alford Books 
G Chicken & 5 K’s - The Thai Alphabet
Hedgehogs Hug! - Many Ways to Show Love 
Humi Bird  - A Humble Tale
Images in Action - Why Movies Move
I's in US – Essence of America
Jungle Fire - Flee or Fix
Life Then - Applies Now 
Meaning of Money - The USA Way
Money Math - With Funky Fairy
Monkey Star - Practice Before Play
Nature’s  Links of Life 
Ogs, Zogs & Useful Cogs – A Tale of Teamwork  
Panda Reads!
Queen Jeen - And The Thrown Throne 
Robin’s First Flight – Wings of Courage
Sand Sea – Full of Desert Life
Senses – From Sights to Smells
Shoe Walks – With Funky Fairy
Smartphones - Objects Before Apps 
Space Maps: Trek to Mars
Stars of Days & Months – The Story of 7 & 12
Sun’s Above the Clouds – A Sunny Point of View
Thai Culture On Coins
Too Much Tech - Undo, Over-Entertained
Tree Trips - Wide Wonderful World
Turtle Jumps - A Tale of Determination
Where Cookies Come-From - From Dough to Delicious
Who Did What in World History? Past Echoes in the Present
Why is California Interesting? – Dreams of Gold
Why is Thailand Interesting? – Source of the Smiles 
Yo Frog – The Surprising Songs
Zogs and Cogs – A Tale of Teamwork (Int’l Version)
Zogs II – More Teamwork 
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In California, a shop keeper started selling tools to 
miners and ended up owning a Railroad.  California is 
where two engineers started a business in a one car 
garage.		HP	is	now	one	of	the	world’s	largest	 
companies.  
It	is	where	flower	power	created	personal	computers.		
California has golden beaches.  It is a place where 
sand is turned into computer chips and a billion dollar 
business.
California is full of golden sunshine, fertile lands and 
creative minds.  Fortunes are made here.  It is an 
amazing place, with adaptive people & opportunities.
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