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equality for all.
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Introduction

This	is	America’s	story	from	slavery	to	Civil	Rights.		
The	USA	is	known	as	the	land	of	the	free	but	at	first,	
Indians	and	African-Americans	are	kept	as	slaves.		
This	is	the	true	story	of	the	struggle	for	all	people	to	
be	free	in	America.
The	story	starts	when	the	first	Europeans	came	to	
the	Americas	over	five	hundred	years	ago.	This	 
includes	North	and	South	America	Continents	and	
Central	America.		Central	and	South	America	was 
conquered	by	the	Spanish	and	Portuguese.		North	
America	was	settled	by	the	English,	French	and	 
Spanish.
Over	a	hundred	years	ago,		at	the	Civil	War,	the	
USA	split	into	two	countries.		One	is	the	Northern	
States	and	the	other	is	the	Southern	States.		In	the	
book,	North	means	the	Northern	States	of	the	USA.			
South	means	the	Southern	States	of	the	Confederate	
States	of	America.		
After	the	war,	the	two	became	one	country	again.	
Slaves	are	freed	on	paper	by	the	end	of	the	Civil	War.	
They	are	free	but	it	will	be	another	century	before	
people	of	all	colors	will	get	their	Civil	Rights.	This	
book	is	dedicated	to	their	courage.
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Civil Rights

To be able to live, work, play, vote and 
shop as you chose are called Civil Rights.
Today, we consider them basic to life  
but throughout history most people  
did not have these vital human rights.
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Wikipedia	-	Slavery	1,000s	of	years	ago.

Slavery
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Slavery

The past is full of examples where one group  
of people controls another. The ancient Greeks 
and Romans had slaves.  About 70 years ago,  
the Nazi’s did too.  Can you imagine how terrible 
to one day be free and the next day be a slave?   
All you do, all day long is what your Master  
tells you to do.
Over 500 years ago, the first Europeans came  
to the Americas.  They made slaves of the local 
Indians.  Slaves worked the gold and silver mines.  
Many of the Indians also called Native Americans 
died from European diseases.  
Over 400 hundred years ago free people in  
Africa were captured and put in chains.  They 
were sent in crowded ships across the sea.   
They were forced to work as slaves on the  
America continent.  Many worked in tobacco,  
cotton, rice and sugar farms called plantations.
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Our story starts before the Civil War.
Life as a slave is hard.  You are treated  
as property, like a farm animal.  You work 
from sun up to sun down.  The Boss can beat 
or whip you any time he wants.  You get barely 
enough to eat to stay alive.  Slaves have no 
no rights, no freedoms. The owners grow rich 
because the slaves are not paid.  Slaves who 
don’t work hard enough are punished.  
Some whites think that slavery is wrong and 
help slaves escape.  The secret, connected 
path of safe houses from the South to the 
North is called the Underground Railroad.  
Slaves walk or ride horses from safe house  
to safe house until they are in the 
Northern States where they are free.  The 
risk is that they will be caught by their  
owners.  Slaves that flee from slavery are 
called Run-Aways.  When Run-Away slaves  
are caught, they are hurt or killed as an 
example to other slaves.  The whites who  
help them are punished too. 
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Civil War
Early in the USA’s history, both the North and 
South states have slaves.  Over time, slavery is 
not economical in the North.  There are lots of 
immigrants in the North that work for low wages.  
So slavery dies out in the North but it thrives in 
the warmer South.  There are huge farms that 
need lots of people to work them.  
In the 1860’s, the Southern States have millions 
of slaves.  The North and South fight a bloody 
Civil War.  The war lasts four years.  By the  
end of the Civil War, the slaves are freed.

Wikipedia
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The law in the USA is called The 
Constitution.  It is changed to do away with 
slavery: to make former slaves citizens of 
the USA and to give them the right to vote.   
The former slaves are now free but what does 
this mean?  They are not given any land of 
their own.  Most only know one way to make  
a living – farming for someone else.
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Sharecropper
Some former slaves move away from the South to 
states in the North and West.  Most former slaves 
stay in the South.  They become sharecroppers.  
The word means those who farm someone else’s land. 
They have to pay a share of the profits from the 
crops.  The former slaves are now “free” but they 
pay a lot of money to rent the land.  The money  
is paid to the white land owners.  This keeps  
the former slaves poor.
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Separate Worlds

Over time, the whites in the Southern states 
pass state laws that keep black people poor, 
uneducated and un able to vote.  This is 
called segregation.  It leads to two worlds in 
the South.  Everything is either White Only 
or Colored Only. There is no integration.
“Colored” is what the former slaves with black 
skin are called.  There are two sets of 
restaurants and restrooms, schools and shops.  
Everywhere are signs of discrimination.  Skin 
color is used as an excuse to perpetuate a 
caste system in the South.  
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Soldiers

During World War II, black soldiers fight 
for their country, the USA.  White and 
Black solders are in separate military units.  
Black soldiers fight bravely too and get 
many metals.  They fight against Nazi 
oppression far away from their homes.  
After the war, most black soldiers return 
to the segregated Southern States.

Wikipedia
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Sports

In 1947, Jackie Robinson becomes the 
first black professional baseball player in 
the USA.  He is often called racial names.  
With courage, he overcomes the prejudice 
with his performance.  Soon, there are 
more black professional sports players.
The next year, the USA President issues 
an order that integrates the US Military.  

14 Public	Domain
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Separate Isn’t Equal
Segregation is a fact of life in the South.  
The State Laws that separates the Whites 
and Colored people are called Jim Crow Laws.  
They are named after a comic book character 
that makes fun of black people.  
Jim Crow Laws limit the Rights of Black 
Citizens. The separate black and white worlds 
are supposed to be equal.  They are not.  
The White one is better.  This limits Black 
education, economy and opportunities for 
advancement.  Some children of former slaves 
who moved to the North and West, do get a 
good education. 

Public	Domain
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Examples of Jim Crow Laws
Black or Colored people have to:
Drink from separate drinking fountains
Ride at the back of the bus
Use different restrooms
Go to separate schools
Be excluded from restaurants and 
 entertainment
Are expected to step aside to let a 
 white person pass
Are called racial names 
Are forbidden to date or marry anyone 
 not Black
[wikipedia Jim Crow Laws]

Wikipedia

Wikipedia
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How would you feel if you were treated 
as a second class citizen?  The white 
schools are new and the black schools 
are old.  There are signs everywhere of 
what you can and can’t do.  You have 
to eat in separate parts of restaurants 
and have to enter shops at the back. 
The weather is hot in the south and 
there are separate public drinking 
fountains.  Even when you ride the bus 
you have to sit in the back.  Society 
keeps you feeling second class.

Wikipedia
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Scare Tactics

Some white people in power use scare 
tactics to intimidate the colored people.  
Blacks are put into prison if they complain 
about the Jim Crow Laws.  
There is a secret club called the Klu Klux 
Klan or KKK.  The KKK believes in white 
supremacy.
The white members wear costumes with 
hoods so no one can see their faces.  As  
a gang, they beat up Blacks: destroy  
their property and spread terror. 
In extreme cases, black people are killed 
when they stand up to Jim Crow Laws.  It 
is estimated that ten thousand blacks were 
hung or lynched during the first century 
after the civil war.  Somebody needs to 
stand up to segregation. 
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Wikipedia
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Somebodiness
It has been a century since the slaves are 
freed as part of the Civil War.  During this 
time, millions of black people move away from 
the South to escape bigotry.  They move north 
to places like New York City and west to places 
like Los Angeles California.
Many colored people are educated at 
universities out of the South.  Some 
return home to the segregated South.  They 
know that they need to stand up to the social 
wrongs of segregation -  but how?  They know 
that colored people are just as good as 
others. They understand that people of color 
can do just as well as whites when they are 
given equal chances.
A black Church Leader named Martin Luther 
King Jr, known as MLK for short, preaches 
that colored people are somebody even if  
society puts you down.  He calls this idea 
“somebodiness”.  It reminds us all that we 
each are some body.  That is, you are 
important even when society treats you 
unfairly as an inferior. 
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School  

In 1951, Black parents challenge in court 
that their separate schools are not as 
good as the white ones.  They want  
better schools for their children.

Thurgood Marshall is the young black 
lawyer who presents the case in courts. 
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Supreme Court 
Three years later, the USA Supreme Court 
rules that “separate schools are not equal.”  
They say that separate schools are against  
the law.  The states are ordered to integrate 
or make schools both black and white.  
Making a law is easier than putting it into  
practice.   Many Southern States don’t do it.
In 1957, a Principal in Arkansas refuses to let 
black students into High School.  The President 
of the USA sends army soldiers to the school 
to protect the black students as they integrate.

Wikipedia
Years later Thurgood Marshall becomes 
the first black Supreme Court Justice.
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Seats on Buses
In 1955, a colored woman named Rosa Parks is 
tired from working all day as a seamstress.  She 
sits in the back of the Alabaman bus.  It is State 
Law that colored people have to sit at the back of 
the bus.  They also have to give up their seat if a 
white person wants it.  A white man asks Rosa for 
her seat.  She refuses to give it up. She is 
arrested and sent to jail.
Martin Luther King Jr (MLK) organizes a boycott of 
the buses by black people.  This means that blacks 
stop riding the buses.  They would rather walk than 
ride on segregated buses. The bus company just 
about goes out of business because no one is riding 
the buses.  A year later the buses are desegregate 
where both whites and blacks can sit anywhere they 
want. Rosa rides on the bus the first day she can 
sit in the front. But, Southern society is still 
segregated.
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Wikipedia	-	Henry	Ford	Museum
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Cells in Jails

People, including MLK continue to 
protest segregation.  Many people 
are put in prison for not obeying 
segregation laws.  The cells in  
the jails are full of protesters.

www.crmvet.org
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www.crmvet.org

Most of the protesters are peaceful.  
They are thrown into jail for disobeying 
Jim Crow Laws.
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Civil Disobedience

Not following the Jim Crow Laws is 
called Civil Disobedience.  Young and  
old people alike start disobeying  
the unjust state laws of segregation. 
Some whites join the protests too.

www.crmvet.org
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Wikipedia

Wikipedia



33 

Singers

Talented black singers are popular on 
the radio and with record sells.  They 
sing for worldwide audiences.
Starting in the 1950’s Rock and Roll 
integrates black and white music types 
into a new music with both black and 
white singers.

Wikipedia Wikipedia



34 

Wikipedia Wikipedia

Wikipedia



35

Black actors and actresses perform
in integrated movies and TV shows.  
For some Americans, the first time 
they see a black person is on TV.   
Popular comedians like Moms Mabley 
make everyone laugh regardless of color. 

Wikipedia
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Students
Many black and white college students 
disagree with segregation.  At the 
separate cafes and restaurants, they sit 
peacefully together. They protest the  
law where only whites can be served.  
This type of protest is called a “sit-in”.

www.crmvet.org



37

Struggles and Violence

MLK organizes protest marches. The 
protestors carry signs calling for an 
end to Jim Crow Laws.  Sometimes 
the protests turn violent.  
In Birmingham Alabama, Police dogs 
and fire hoses are used on the 
peaceful protesters.  Many are hurt.  
Over two thousand are arrested.
Pictures of peaceful people, mostly 
black being beaten and jailed are 
shown in newspapers and on TV  
around the world.  Globally people 
support the protesters.
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Some black leaders want to use violence 
to fight for rights.  They respond by 
forming Black Power groups like the 
Blank Panthers.  They have communist 
connections.  Black Panthers often 
have violent clashes with police.

Wikipedia Wikipedia

Wikipedia
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In 1965, the Watts neighborhood in 
the city of Los Angeles California is 
mostly black.  Many are unemployed 
and uneducated.  White police are 
arresting a black drunk driver. A
local crowd gathers around them.  
This is a spark that ignites the whole 
community.  There are huge riots over 
perceived police abuse and beatings.  
There are frustrations at the lack of 
jobs and opportunities.
The Watt Riots continue for 6 days.  
A thousand buildings are burned or 
damaged worth an estimated $40 
million.  Over four thousand people 
are injured or arrested and 34 are 
killed. Race relations are tense.
 [Watts Riots Wikipedia] 
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The next month, President Johnson 
signs an order that national businesses 
must take “Affirmative Action” to hire 
people of color. Freedom’s foundation  
is economic.

Wikipedia
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Speeches and Non-Violence

MLK studies about Gandhi and Non-violence 
Civil Disobedience in India.  MLK works 
tirelessly to lead Non-Violent 
Demonstrations as part of the US Civil 
Rights Movement.  Non-violence is full  
of actions that peacefully stand up to 
segregation.

Gandhi	-	Public	Domain
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MLK organizes a protest on the one 
hundredth anniversary of President 
Lincoln freeing the slaves.  MLK 
gives a speech to about 250,000 
people in Washington DC.  He 
preaches for Non-Violence.  He 
has a dream that one day  
everyone will treat each other  
equally.

Wikipedia
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MLK leads a protest for the right to 
vote for Black Citizens in the city of 
Selma Alabama.  The police respond 
with violence.  Even while being beaten, 
MLK followers remain mostly non-violent.  
They want to end segregation.  Around 
the USA, peaceful demonstrations go  
on for years.

WikipediaFire	Hosed	-	Wikipedia
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Sacrifice  

Later, MLK protests for worker 
rights.  He wants better pay for 
poor workers.
While MLK plans protests in support 
of striking garbage men , a gunman 
shoots MLK.  
After MLK is killed, riots breaks out 
in over 100 USA cities.  300,000 
people attend his funeral.  At first 
people are shocked at his death, then 
they remember his peaceful message.  
The shot that kills MLK fails to stop 
the peaceful struggle against 
segregation.
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Wikipedia	-	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	National	Historic	Site
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Sign New Laws

People continue to protest against 
the social wrongs of separation.  
The USA’s leaders sign new laws 
to guarantee Civil Rights for all 
and to end segregation.  This is 
all on paper.  Putting it into 
practice and changing people’s 
attitudes is harder.
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Integrating Society

Putting the laws into practice takes 
time.  Centuries of segregation laws 
and human attitudes require time to 
adjust.  The “white or colored only” 
signs are gone. Ignorance is being 
replaced by understanding.  American 
society is integrating.  All are now 
equal under the law.  Today, people 
of all colors are friends.  They eat 
at the same restaurants; play on the 
same teams and go to the same school.  
The quest is still equal opportunity  
for all.
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Success

People like rainbows come in many 
colors.  Each color is equal and 
important to society.
Today African-Americans are 
successful business owners, doctors, 
engineers, scientists and lawyers etc.  
The USA elected its first African-
American President. Surely this is 
a sign that many of the walls and 
ceilings of bigotry have been broken 
down.
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Still More To Do

In our society today, there are still 
pockets of poverty with people of all 
colors.  Welfare slums are common.  
There are drive-by shootings, gang 
violence and drug problems.  There
is still much work to do before all 
will be equal.  May each of us apply 
the opportunity to be our best.  
Equality starts in our own heart.  
Rights give people the wings to 
succeed but everyone has to flap 
for themselves.
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“I have a dream that my four little 
children will one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by 
the color of their skin, but by the 
content of their character.” MLK

The shackles of slavery are removed.
The Jim Crow Laws replaced.
Self steps to equality remain. – DJA
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The	USA	is	known	as	the	land	of	the	free	but	at	
first,	there	was	slavery	here.		This	is	the	true	
story	of	the	struggle	for	all	people	to	have	Civil	
Rights	in	America.	
Read	about	slaves	becoming	free	only	to	have	
State	Laws	treat	people	of	color	as	second	class	 
citizens.		This	is	the	story	of	overcoming	
prejudice	with	courage	and	determination.		
Ultimately,	it	is	the	peaceful	non-violent	
approach	that	is	successful	for	all	to	be	equal.
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