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Introduction 

The American Civil War resulted in over one million US deaths 
and casualties.  What if the Civil War was stopped before it 
was started?  What if people logically worked together to 
resolve the issues before applying gun powder to emotion?  
What if we remember this and stop today’s war? 
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Act I 

Facts  
of Farms and Factories  
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Act I Scene 1 

Narrator 
It is the summer of 1860.  The weather like the mood of the 
Nation is hot, boiling hot!  Delegates from the newly formed 
Republican Party are meeting at their National Convention.  
They are voting for their presidential candidate.  The results of 
the second ballot have just been announced.  Abraham 
Lincoln has lost again.  A disappointed but determined Lincoln 
sits alone at a table.  There is tension in the air both inside and 
outside the arena.  He is awaiting the results from the third 
ballot.  He has high hopes and fears. 

Abe Lincoln 
[mumbles to himself]  This reminds me of losing that senate 
race to Stephen Douglas.  I didn’t give up then and I won’t quit 
now.  It is often not the quickest but the most persistent that 
crosses the finish line first. 

Al 
[enters from stage right]  
Mr. Lincoln, may I introduce myself please? [handshake] I am 
Al from the Senate Committee to Preserve the Republic or 
CPR for short.  We believe Sir, that a Civil War is imminent 
unless we as one nation find the courage to confront the 
conflict of slavery.  Can we count on you to give a science 
based solution a chance? 

Abe Lincoln 
I believe in peace but I am prepared to fight if that is what it 
takes to keep us one country.  

Al 
Mr. Lincoln, I have seen machines that spin cotton and then 
weave it into cloth.  Certainly, we can make machines to replace 
slaves. 

Abe Lincoln 
And do what with the four million ‘former’ slaves? 

Al 
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There remain many issues to work out.  Think of the alternatives 
though!  The resources of our nation applied to tearing itself 
apart along North and South schisms.  

Abe Lincoln 
We are a unique, vibrant young nation based on freedom.  Shall 
the torch of Lady Liberty be extinguished by states secession?   

Al 
Sir, Lady Liberty’s light will only truly shine on everyone with a 
solution to slavery.  This is what CPR is working on.  Do we 
have your support?  

Abe Lincoln 
As President I will look at all options to preserve the Union. 
[forcefully] I will allow no name change for our country while I 
am in office.  We are the United States!  A whole of separate 
parts that will remain joined together.   
The Latin phrase – E Pluribus Unum - means the many states 
become one nation!  A peaceful solution is preferred but if 
battles are required, they will be fought and won. 

Al 
We support your quest to be President of the United States.  Let 
us hope it is a peaceful presidency.  I fear it will not be. 

Narrator 
[yells] The third ballot is finished.  The votes are being counted. 

Abe Lincoln 
[fidgets, stands up and paces awaiting the announcement] 
There are deeply rooted Northern or Southern passions in our 
people. Even if machines present solutions, how will you sell the 
implementation to the people? 
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Al 
With enlightened logic and a clear picture of what horrors a civil 
war would actually mean for our country.  We will be graphic and 
accurate in our descriptions.  We will utilize common sense to 
counter regional zeal.  Lastly, we will appeal to their 
pocketbooks.  Will the populace be as passionate when they 
know their actions will lead to poverty and death? 

Abe Lincoln 
 [Lincoln raises his hands, readies a response, when he is 
interrupted] 

Narrator 
[excitedly] Mister Lincoln, Mister Lincoln you’ve won, you’ve won 
the nomination!  Quickly Sir to the podium! 

Abe Lincoln 
 [stands up, straighten his vest, nods to Al and strides off stage] 

Al 
[to himself] 
I must return to Washington at once.  The nation needs CPR!  
[ponderingly]  Over and under threads hold cloth together.  We 
must as one people find ways to resolve our differences.  Our 
nation, on the brink of Civil War, is held together by a single, 
stressed stitch.  We must find ways to resolve our differences 
and keep our united nation from unraveling. 
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Act I Scene 2 

Narrator 
At the US Capitol, the Committee to Preserve the Republic has 
gathered on a sweltering summer day.  Chairman Al sits in the 
middle. To his North, sit antislavery Senators and to his South, 
sit the proslavery Senators.  An eager audience of both 
Northern and Southern sympathizers is poised in front of the 
Senators. 

Al 
[pounds a gavel] Order! This court, I mean committee, will come 
to order.  Many have pointedly questioned my judgment in 
forming this committee with those so decidedly polarized on 
their positions.  
I quickly answer that if we fail in our cause to create a united 
solution, the nation shall surely follow into crisis and Civil War.  I 
challenge each member to hold this vision firmly in mind!  Next, 
comes the reading of our team charter. 

Narrator 
The CPR Charter is as follows.  We the Committee to Preserve 
the Republic shall: 
 • Understand the foundations of the basic issues dividing the 
Northern and Southern States.   
• Tirelessly pursue peaceful technological solutions to the 
problem of slavery.   
• Effectively communicate with all American Citizens the horrors 
of Civil War and the sense of a peaceful solution. 

Al 
We call the honorable Historian before this committee to explain 
how we as a country got into this mess in the first place? [turns 
over an “hour glass”] The five minutes of sand in this glass shall 
encourage brevity.  Remember brief but pertinent is our motto. 

Historian 
[shuffling paper and noticeably rattled]  Five minutes?  Where 
do I start? 
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Al 
At the revolution, ever so BRIEFLY please! 

Historian 
[with renewed confidence]  Last century, our forefathers came 
together united in their hatred of the British.  There were, 
however, great differences in the eclectic group of distinct self 
governments loosely united under King George’s Crown.  The 
separate colonies used compromise to unite against the British.  
The Continental Congress wrote the words that “All Men Are 
Created Equal” but agreed to slavery for some. 
In the years since, more compromises have preserved the 
peace by balancing the free versus slave dichotomy. 
Why is there slavery you ask?  The answer is in a ball of fluffy 
white fibers – cotton.   
Sixty plus years ago, slavery all but died out in the South.  
Slaves picked the cotton but it took a lot of effort to separate the 
fibers from the seeds and dirt.  Even with slave labor, this was 
not very cost effective. 

Woman Heckler (Ann) 
Why does it have to be “all men are created equally?”  What 
about the Women?  When are we to have the right to vote? 

Al 
[at the edge of his seat]  The issue is called Women’s Suffrage 
right?  I am sure that other committees in the future will discuss 
the importance of votes for Women.  Now back to our current 
topic of discussion! 
What happened, what made slave labor turn a profit? [he turns 
the ‘hour glass’ back over] 

Historian 
The cotton gin was invented by Eli Whitney.  Using the gin, one 
slave produced fifty times more cotton.  The result was cheaper 
cotton and a need for more for slaves.    The number of slaves 
in the South sky rocketed.  Owners made fortunes from the 
unpaid workforce. 
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Senator – N1 
[emphatically]  So a machine – what did you call it, a gin -
contributed to the problem.  Is it fueled by tonic? [laughter] 

  Historian 
[interrupts] There is more to the story.  People grow cotton 
because they can sell it!  There has to be a demand. 
The British invented machines for spinning the fibers into thread 
and weaving it into cloth.  This makes cotton goods inexpensive 
and fuels more demand for the fibers.  This in turn drives the 
need for more slaves. 

Senator S1 
What would happen to the South if slavery was outlawed? 

Historian 
Their entire economy would collapse and Southern culture 
along with it.  The South has an agricultural foundation.  Cotton 
is King.  The fiber is interwoven into the fabric of their society.  
No cotton – no Southern life. 

Senator N1 
Why isn’t there slavery in the North? 

Historian 
The short answer is that in the cool North the growing season is 
too short to grow cotton.  The North also has waves of 
immigrants that provide cheap labor for the many factories. 

Al 
[flips through notes]  So let me see if I understand.  Machines 
gin, spin and weave cotton.  In your expert opinion – could 
machines be invented to replace slave labor in planting and 
picking the cotton? 

Historian 
Well, I’ve never thought about it before but I think - 
hypothetically - that it is possible.   
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Senator S2 
I am skeptical that this could provide a practical solution. 

Senator N2 
Even if technically possible, would it be cost effective?  Who 
would pay for it? 

Al 
Ladies and Gentlemen, who will pay for the Civil War?  Where 
will that money come from?  What will be the cost to human life? 
[swings his gavel]  We are adjourned for the day. 
[scene darkens] 

[lights on, Al and his wife at the dinner table] 

Al 
Not mad at me, my dear, are you?  I was doing my job today to 
keep the hearing focused.  You threw me a curve ball with your 
question on women’s right to vote.  

 Ann (Al’s Wife) 
[energetically]  I meant no disrespect dear.  All that talk about 
men created equally got me thinking about where women fit in 
all this.  Certainly throughout history there have been strong 
women leaders.  What about Boudicca? 

Al 
Yes, women can make great leaders.  Your point is strong even 
with your example of Boudicca.  The Celtic Princess and tens of 
thousands of her followers were killed by the Romans in Britain. 
She lost the battle dear. 

Ann 
The point is she put up a good fight!  She was a strong leader!   

Al 
Yes dear she was! 
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Ann 
Did I embarrass you with my public display of free thinking? 

Al 
Do you know Ann that you are refreshing?  It was your free 
thinking that first attracted me to you.  I am still in love with you 
and your ability to think!  Let’s discuss Women’s Suffrage over 
dinner tonight. 

Ann 
You have always treated me as your equal my love! You are a 
good man Al!   
[concerned]  Sometimes I fear how society will treat you. 

Al 
Dinner it is then!  
[lights off] 
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Act I Scene 3 

Al 
[strikes gavel]  This CPR Meeting will come to order please.  
Our first witness, I mean guest is Mr. Whitney.  

Eli Whitney Jr. 
My name is Eli Whitney Jr.  My father invented the cotton gin in 
1794.  He told me that he saw a cat trying to pull a bird through 
a fence.  The bird’s carcass would not fit through the wire 
openings and only feathers were pulled through.  This gave him 
an idea for the cotton gin. 
Let me demonstrate Exhibit A.  The freshly picked cotton goes in 
here.  See the seeds and twigs?  Next, this is the action part of 
the device.   Wire and later saw teeth pull the fibers through 
these slots.  The seeds are too big to go through the slots and 
they fall down here.  The gin separates the cotton fibers from 
the seeds. 
It was a brilliantly simple idea that increased productivity fifty 
times.  The device was too simple to enforce the copyright. My 
father’s ginning business failed and he went bankrupt. 

Senator S2 
[surprised]  So the plantation owners grew rich and the man 
who invented the gin went bankrupt? 

Senator N2 
Don’t forget that all this was not good news for the ever 
increasing number of slaves.  The gin reinvigorated American 
slavery! 

Eli Whitney Jr. 
[ignoring the Senator’s comments]  Father went back up North.  
He received a contract from the War Department to make 
muskets.  When he got the contract, Eli Senior did not have a 
factory.  It took ten years but he invented new ways to make 
muskets.  He created new machines and a new manufacturing 
philosophy based on interchangeable parts.   
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Senator N2 
Eli Senior has been called the Father of the American Factory 
System that is so prevalent in the North. 

Senator S2 
So from gins to guns, Eli influenced the economies of the South 
and North.  The gin revolutionized the Southern cotton crop.  His 
mass production methods created the industrial base of the 
North.  Interesting, there is one source at the root of both of our 
cultures. 
  

Al 
Thank you Eli for your insights. 

Eli Whitney Jr. 
Thank you Gentlemen, leaving is a pleasure. 

Al 
We would like to welcome the Professor as the next speaker.  
Sir, please focus your comments on what is the basic science 
behind cotton production.  Will it be possible to end slavery and 
still produce cotton in the South?  Sir, it is mighty hot, keep your 
comments refreshingly brief! 

Professor 
Yes Sir, I know brief but pertinent.  Exhibit B shows the main 
steps to make cloth.  From the top, planting, picking and ginning 
are all performed by slave labor.   

Al 
[Impatiently] 
Yes, but could machines do all this instead of slaves?   

Professor 
[clears throat and points to pictures of machines] 
Weaving and spinning are currently done by machines.  Yes, I 
think that the other processes could be done by machines also.  
Picking the fibers will be a mechanical challenge.  
[gestures toward Al]  I feel it would be possible … 
[Al claps and recomposes as the Professor continues] 
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 …but costly to invent and implement.   

Senator S1 
[Condescendingly] 
Just what magical power is available today to do all these 
‘wonderful’ things? 

Professor 
[calmly and confidently] 
I believe that this powerful committee should sponsor a cash 
prize to let entrepreneurs answer this challenge.  I will point out 
that steam powers the mechanical spinning and weaving today. 
There may be more powerful ways to move the machines.  

Senator S1 
[Sarcastically] 
MAYBE?  Are we to pin our hopes on M-a-y-b-e? 

Professor 
[ignores the Senator and demonstrates a whorl]  This is called a 
whorl.  For thousands of years people used it to spin fibers like 
wool into threads.  But to restless creative minds, the whorl was 
not enough and the spinning wheel was invented. 
One hundred and thirty years ago John Kaye invented a new 
loom with a secret called the Flying Shuttle.  Cloth could be 
made much faster and wider.  The poor spinners could not keep 
up with the demand for thread. 
One hundred years ago someone got a flash of inspiration when 
he saw a spinning wheel fall over.  He created a multiple spindle 
Spinning Jenny.  He named the machine after his daughter.  
This made thread faster. Now there was more thread than the 
weavers could use.  Mechanical looms were invented. 
History shows us that demand drives quantum leaps in 
technology.  I believe it is an action for this powerful committee 
to sponsor cash prizes to motivate entrepreneurs to make 
solutions to unlock the chains of slavery. 

[chattering from the spectators] 
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Al 
[repeatedly pounds gavel]  Order!  Order in the Court… [stops 
and corrects himself]  I mean Committee. 

Professor 
I leave you with this.  Where did the slave owners get the land?  
The fact is that the Indians had the land first.  Through some fair 
deals and a lot of treachery the land was taken from them.  
Trails of tears still stain much of the land.  Now, we have a 
chance to take steps to resolve slavery and help right, past 
wrongs.  [more clamor from the spectators] 

Al 
[pounds gavel]  Order! 
[gestures stage left]  I have asked a messenger to come here 
and inform us of pertinent headline news. 

Newsboy 
[yells as he enters stage left] 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It! John Brown* - steals guns - to 
give to slaves - to start rebellion.  Colonel Lee, as in Robert E, 
hangs Brown, snuffs revolt.  South is on edge!   
[whispers] Powder keg awaits match. [exits stage right] 

[* historical footnote - John Brown’s raid on the US Armory at Harpers Ferry 
Virginia actually happened in 1959] 

Al 
[points to the departing newsboy]   
Next time bring something lighter and more humorous please. 
[mumbles to himself] There is a deep distrust in this nation that 
woefully wedges and widens the divide.  We will only pull 
together when we fear the alternatives more.  
[Addresses the Senators]  Senators, it is my pleasure to 
introduce more experts.  They are here to help us understand 
the issues and create action plans. 

[Philosopher, Banker, Clergymen enter stage left] 
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Al 
[points towards empty chairs] 
Welcome Gentlemen.  Please sit down.  Keep your remarks 
focused on the issue of replacing slavery.  [gestures towards the 
philosopher and nods to the clergy]  Brevity is a virtue. 

Philosopher 
[clears throat and ethereally responds] 
Does the Sun shine on only half our country?  The bigots of both 
sides would have us think that it is so.  Each believes their 
cause is of Heaven’s and all other are of Hades.  Well!  The sun 
shines on the whole country! 
The sun perceptually moves from East to West.  We should 
follow its lead and expand our country across longitudes and not 
divide along North-South latitudes.   
However, the people in our country have ingrained attitudes that 
will be hard to overcome with logic alone.  The people need to 
fully comprehend the personalized results of the belligerent path 
they are embarking on.   
For hate is a stronger emotion than love. Hate consumes logic.  
Love defies logic but complements it.  Given a chance, love is 
more enduring than hate.   
To overcome extreme emotional zeal, this committee will need 
to appeal to the basic human needs.  You will need to explain 
how this conflict will negatively impact each person.  
Personalize the imminent pain in order for quiet peace to 
victoriously trump the deafening war drums. 

Al 
If it comes to Civil War, in your expert opinion – who would win? 

Philosopher 
[without hesitation]  It takes men and materials to wage war.  
The North has four times as many men and infinitely more 
resources and industries.  Everything equal, once mobilized, the 
North will win. [Northern Senators nod] 
However, in the chaos of war nothing is equal.  The South has 
leadership and motivation.  At least at the war’s start the South 
will have claws.  She is very capable of defending herself and 
fighting fiercely.  However, if Britain supports the South, the 
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variables become more complex. [Southern Senators nod, 
Senator S1 claps] 
Gentlemen, do not underestimate how bloody and terrible this 
conflict will be.  We are in a new age where all will feel the 
effects of total war.  Civilians and personal property shall not be 
spared. 
Ever notice how fragile, are the plants and processes that lead 
to bread on our tables?  Be assured, Civil War will bring famine.  
There is a thin thread maintaining civilization.  The hungriest 
animals and humans are the most dangerous and 
unpredictable.  There will be anarchy! 
In Civil War – all people killed and all property destroyed – will 
be American.  Once hate is unleashed, it becomes self feeding.  
In its swath shall be dead soldiers, civilians and desolation 
where once stood beautiful cities.  
We are a youthful energetic country.  Shall we apply our 
resources to constructive or destructive means?  Imagine if we 
apply all the resources that war will demand in achieving 
positive results?  What a stronger country we will be! Civil War 
is illogical.  Extinguish the glowing embers before they ignite 
and consume our whole country. 
  

Al 
[emphatically] 
Fellow Senators, there is an urgency to our quest.  
[motions towards the Banker]  Next witness, I mean expert! 

Banker 
I am a Financier, a Banker by trade.  I am here to discuss the 
cost of war [pauses] and peace.  Straight to the point 
Gentlemen, I estimate it will cost between one-half to one billion 
dollars to effectively replace slavery.  [gasps of surprise from the 
Senators and audience] This includes the development and 
production costs to field the machines. 

Al 
[quickly keeps perspective] 
What would Civil War cost? 

Banker 
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I estimate that war would cost between five and ten billion 
dollars.   This includes direct costs but does not include the lost 
earning potential of a million dead and disabled.  [the Senators 
and crowd mumble with shock] 

Al 
[pounds gavel]  Order! 
So war is ten times the cost of peace! 

Banker 
That is one way to look at it.  But do not delude yourselves.  The 
peaceful solution while technologically feasible will be very 
difficult to implement.  
More than eighty percent of the country’s money is in Northern 
Banks.  Convincing the establishment that there will be profit in 
peace will be a challenge. [thoughtfully] I believe I can help by 
proclaiming a simple fact.  The living repay loans, the dead 
don’t. 
We in the financial sector of the economy implore you 
distinguished Gentlemen to: keep the peace; replace slavery; 
maintain the union and foster prosperity.   

  Al 
I wonder if those passionate on the polarizing issues of States 
Rights and slavery will retain their zeal when they become 
penniless?  We need to share this vision of people being without 
bread or the money to buy it anyway. 

 Newsboy  
[shots as he enters from stage left] 
Extra! Extra! Read All About it!  Jokes from the North and South. 
[reads the newspaper] 
From the North – How many plantation owners does it take to 
change a candle?[holds up a lantern with a burned out candle] 
One – As long as he has slaves to do it for him! 
[laughter from the Northern Senators] 
Guess, he will be in the dark soon! 
[more laughter] 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From the South –  
Knock Knock 
Who’s there? 
Abe 
Abe Who? 
AAAAbe – bolitionist (abolitionist), that’s hooey.   
If Abe wins, we leave.  The States have a right to secede. 
[laughter from the Southern Senators]  

[Al glares at the Newsboy]   
Hey! Don’t shoot the messenger.  I don’t make the news.  I just 
sell it.  By the way that will be a nickel. 
[exits stage right] 

Al 
Changing subjects.  We will now hear from two clergymen, 
Protestant and Catholic united for the cause of peace.  I 
compliment you both for overcoming your differences and 
working together for a common solution.  Maybe, just maybe, 
there is hope for the whole country. 

Preacher Pat 
[Boisterously] 
Well sir, there is always hope when one has faith in a just God.  
We all worship in different ways but our prayers go to the same 
place. 
My colleague and I represent some of the many denominations 
that believe in One God.  Many in my congregation are unsure if 
religion should take a strong position on the divisive issue of 
slavery. I say definitely it should.  One rises for righteousness or 
sits with Satan. 
We as a people are on a slippery slope to the hell of Civil War.  
We clergy need to lead the people back from the brinks of fire 
and brimstone.  We must lead and not be led.  That is why we 
are calling for all clergy to unite for peace. 
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Cardinal Calvin 
[Reverently] 
While my friend and I choose different words and ways to glorify 
the Almighty, our message is the same.  I believe in miracles 
that God manifests towards his fold of followers.  I also believe 
God helps those who help themselves.  Together peace is 
possible.  [emphatically] It takes action!  [regaining composure] 
We call upon all church and civil leaders to work tirelessly and 
selflessly for peace.   
There are equally good people in the North and South.  How 
can we say to God choose you this day between us?  For his 
answer to his children shall surely be - work out your differences 
and live together in peace.  The time is now to forge our swords 
and cannons into plowshares for peace. 

Al 
[Respectfully to the guest speakers]] 
That concludes our discussions today.  I thank you all for 
coming before this committee.   
[faces the committee] 
We have heard from the experts of the plausibility of peace.  
They caution that peace will not be easy.  I respectfully retort 
that the path toward war is a long downhill spiral to ruin.   
It is easy to begin and hard to end.   Peace, while harder 
upfront, is the best long term solution. 
To be clear, we are faced with two choices – peace or war.  
Peace will be earned by an ascent to the summit.  The Civil War 
slope is a dismal abyss of gunpowder and gore – destruction 
and death.  
Would the Clergy and Philosopher please stay after?   We 
request that you each accept a special assignment to further the 
cause of peace.  The task contains convincing secular Queens 
and spiritual “Kings” to join our cause. 
[pounds the gavel] 
The Court is dismissed. 

[Lights abruptly darken] 
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Act II 

Actions  
of Mankind* and Machines 

*Yes Ann, this includes women too! 
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Act II Scene 1 

Al 
[pounding the gavel]  Order! 
We will start off today with comments on perspective. 
[motions to the Philosopher] 

Philosopher 
[Holding a copy of “Origin of Species”] 
Charles Darwin has just published a new book called the “Origin 
of Species.”  He claims that man and ape have a common 
ancestor.  I confess I have my doubts to the origin of several of 
my in-laws. [laughter] 
I pose this idea for us all to ponder.  Let our behavior show our 
source.  Let our actions reflect if our origins are of the Almighty 
[pause] or of animals. 

Al 
[nodding] 
We have heard from the experts why war should be avoided.  
They have pontificated the facts of the magnitude of destruction 
to people and property.  A peaceful, mechanical solution is 
possible.  
Our quest is not an easy one.  Sometimes the distance between 
the human heart and mind is huge.  The naysayers tell us that 
our cause is impossible.  What will we give in the short term to 
avoid a long war?  There is urgency to saving the Union now! 
We will have three subcommittees.  Team C focuses on the 
actions of how to practically replace slavery.  Team B brings war 
or peace home to the people – the voters – and the politicians.  
Sometimes politicians forget who the boss is.  Team A integrates 
and implements the overall plan. 

Newsboy 
[runs on stage]  Extra! Extra!  Pro-slavery mob hangs anti-
slavery newspaper publisher in Illinois.  Different location, same 
conflict, Southern men chase runaway slaves to Northern 
States.  Locals attack Southerners.  Tempers rage and several 
die!  [exits stage right] 

Al 
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[shaken]  How can humans behave so appallingly savage?  
Maybe you are right Mister Darwin?  Gentlemen, to your teams! 
[lights off] 

Narrator 
The Senators break into their separate teams.  Each 
subcommittee focuses on their part of the whole problem.  Team 
C is responsible for the actions and technologies to replace 
slavery. 
[lights on at Team C] 

Senator S3 
So we at Team C have the ‘simple’ task of replacing slaves with 
machines.  Reckon we will have it done by sun down.  [laughs] 

Senator N3 
[scribbles on note pad]  Today, slave labor: preps fields; plants 
seeds; cares for plants and picks the cotton.  I’ve asked a friend 
of mine who is an eccentric mechanical genius to have a chat 
with us. 

Mechanical Genius 
[enters stage left and points to his notes]   
Today, horses pull plows and people hoe to plant seeds.  This 
could relatively ‘easily’ be automated using John Deere plows 
and Jethro Tull seed drills. 
The limiting factor will be power.  What is going to give it oomph 
if it ain’t people?  Options are natural sources like wind, water, 
animals or manmade power like steam or some new types 
called internal combustion or electricity. 

Senator S3 
Is it practically possible?  Not every farm has falling water or 
enough wind?  I think …. 

!26



Mechanical Genius 
[interrupts] 
Just hang onto your iron horses for a minute.  I just mentioned 
the easy ones.  Pickin’ will be – well -cotton pickin’ tough!  
Today, it is done by one of the most brilliant and versatile 
devices ever created – the human hand.  Options are …. Well I 
can’t think of any right now but they may be, could be, created. 
[talks to self]  Nope, there just ain’t no machines today that are 
up to the task.  All known options suck.  SUCK! – huh - maybe 
that’s it.  I’ve heard tell of a giant carpet sweeper that uses a 
sucking motion called a vacuum to pick up dirt.  [walks off stage 
sketching on a pad]  Hmm, suck the cotton fibers up.  Maybe, 
just maybe that could work.   
   

Senator N3 
[shakes his head]  Well, he is a genius and a little lacking in the 
social graces.  It does my heart good though to see 
entrepreneurs applying creative energies to resolving slavery 
and not making more efficient ways for us to kill each other. 

Senator S3 
Remember, back in committee? The Professor had a good idea 
for a competition between entrepreneurs.  There is nothing else 
like money to motivate creative solutions to the country’s 
problems.  Our next stop is the Senate floor.  We will 
constructively argue for Congress to allocate funds for the 
Peace Prize.  Our cause dies here if we don’t get it the cash. 

Senator N3 
I feel a blustery storm coming on, but never mind.  We are off to 
Congress with hat in hand and motivated minds.  Let us hope 
the mood indoors is better than the weather outside. 
[lights fade] 
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Narrator 
Al tasked Team B with bringing the horrors of Civil War into the 
homes of all Americans.  Team B is to put a human face on war 
by personalizing what the pending conflict among countrymen 
will be like.    
[lights on at Team B] 

Senator S2 
[reads from a paper] Our task as Team B is to bring war and 
peace home to the politicians and the voters.  Everything about 
this conflict is personal.  
 Just who are the people involved?  Many of the Northern 
abolitionists are recent arrivals to our country.  They came here 
in search of personal liberty.  They are driven by a religious 
energy to make a better life for themselves.  They see slavery 
as the antithesis of the American dream.  In many ways they 
relate to the slaves and only see that side. 

Senator N2 
[defensively]  Who are the slave owners?  They are rich landed 
gentry, lords of the plantations.  Most are one generation distant 
from white trash relatives. 
[Senator S2 bites his tongue and fidgets in his chair] 
For centuries, their ancestors were repressed by the 
aristocracies of Europe.  They learned well and when the 
paupers came to America, the previously oppressed became 
the oppressors.  They sold their souls when they bought into 
slavery.  Maybe they believe it is better to give injustice than to 
receive it.  There is nothing peculiar about the institution of 
slavery – just inhumane. 

Senator S2 
[barely keeps control of his temper] I respect that we come from 
two distinct cultures in the same country.  I know there are many 
things that we do not understand about each other.   
We must have mutual respect for one another even if we 
disagree.  First, we convince ourselves then we are to convince 
others to choose peace and not war.  Next, we can help others 
to do the same.  I welcome the opportunity to replace slavery.  
Let’s look at other facts please.  The immigrant factory workers 
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in the North are little better than slaves.  The factory owners 
exploit the working class.  The owners are rich at the expense of 
the masses.  Maybe whatever machines will replace slavery in 
the South can lighten the load on the poor white Northern 
working class as well? [raises his glass]   
Here is a toast to working together for the cause of peace! 

Senator N2 
[glasses meet]  Cheers!  Here’s to cooperating and focusing on 
our common problems!  At least we both speak the same 
language.  [both Senators look at each other]  
Well, [pause] nearly!  [both laugh as the lights go down] 

Narrator 
Team A is responsible to lead the overall efforts and to keep 
CPR focused.  They are to strategize, integrate the team and 
implement the solutions.  As always, Al is the energy and 
enthusiasm behind the quest for peaceful solutions to preclude 
a civil war. [lights up at Team A] 

Al 
Our Team A tasks are to integrate and implement the overall 
plan.  While the other teams are charging ahead, our job is to 
keep everyone focused in the right direction.  

Newsboy 
[enters stage left and interrupts] 
Extra! Extra!  [reads] The three presidential candidates sling 
mud at each other.  Northern Democrat Stephen Douglas 
accuses Republican Lincoln of being two faced. 
Presidential contender Abe Lincoln responds – if I had two faces 
do you think I would wear this one? 
Abe is not a handsome man maybe someday he’ll grow a 
beard.  Both Douglas and Lincoln attack Southern Democratic 
candidate Breckinridge as being divisive.  Breckinridge calls 
Douglas and Lincoln anti-Southern scallywags.   
[exits stage right] 
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Al 
As I was saying, we need to work strategically.   
[Enter Philosopher, Preacher Pat and Cardinal Calvin] 

Welcome, Cardinal, Preacher and Philosopher.  Congratulations 
on your special assignments as Peace Ambassadors to the 
Politicians, Patriarch and the Pontiff.   
[the Clergymen respond enthusiastically]  Yes Sir! 
[the Philosopher nods] 

Senator N1 
I know it will take weeks to sail across the sea to England and 
Italy.  Thank you all for your dedication to the cause. 

Al 
Preacher meets with the Protestant Arch Bishop of Canterbury.  
Convince the Evangelical Patriarch to actively participate in the 
peace process.  The US is on the precipice of war.  He and his 
flock can help stop it. 

Preacher Pat 
[forcefully]  I shall be as St. George charging on his horse to 
slay the dragon.  Only my quest is to slay the mental monster 
that would ferment into Civil War.  I shall lance the canker while 
in its infancy, least destroying demons be unleashed among us 
and divide our country asunder. 
[raising his hands for emphasis]  I shall succeed!  
[Senator N1 nods in agreement] 

Al 
[to the Philosopher]  
Good luck on your boat trip.  Your job is to meet with Britain’s 
Queen Victoria and Prime Minister.  The Confederate rebels’ 
case for succession relies heavily on the illogical idea that Great 
Britain will join the conflict on the side of the South.  The British 
have a vested interest in neutrality.  This must be declared now, 
thus deflating the cause that calls for King Cotton to rise up in 
rebellion.   
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Philosopher 
There are reasons for the British to be neutral in an American 
Civil War.  While they import cotton from the South to feed their 
factories, the British import grain from the North to feed 
themselves.   
The enlightened Queen detests slavery.  Twice have they lost 
the American Colonies, more lucrative are the oriental jewels.  
The Prime Minister is focusing on the empire in the East.  I am 
confident that logic will prevail. 

 Senator S1 
[Respectfully addresses the Cardinal]   Your quest is to help the 
Pope to see the urgent need to stop succession.  Pontificate 
with the Holy Father the need for his leadership on this issue.  
For faith without working to stop the war will lead to massive 
death – carnage on an unimaginable scale.  War can be 
prevented! 

Cardinal Calvin 
I serve the Lord and the Word.  The Gospel or “Good News” that 
I spread is a message of peace.  I will meet with my friend the 
Pope. 

Al 
Historically, Popes have championed the crusades.  Certainly, 
His Holiness can equally promote peace!  The Archbishop and 
Queen too should all sign “The Proclamation for Peace.”   
Good luck Gentlemen!  Be successful!  When the spiritual 
leaders take an active stand for peace, the hearts, minds and 
muscles of their flocks shall surely follow. 

[light fades] 
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Act II Scene 2 

[Team C Senators walk in congratulating each other] 

Senator S3 
[shakes hands with Senator N3]   Well Done Sir! 

Senator N3 
And to you to Sir.  We make quite a team! 
[Newsboy enters stage left]  

Newsboy 
Extra! Extra! Peace Gets Prize! 

Senator S3 
Could we please have the news here?  [gives him a nickel] 
[Newsboy exits stage right] 

[reads]   PRIZED PEACE  Congress votes to give peace a 
chance.  Due to the skillful dialog of Senator [points to Senator 
N3] and Senator [points to himself] the Senate debated and 
decided to initially fund a mechanical means to replace slavery.  
The plan is to offer entrepreneurs a cash award for machines 
that successfully demonstrate the ability to replace cotton 
producing slaves.  [hands the paper to Senator N3] 

Senator N3 
After much “discussion” on the Senate floor, it was agreed to 
name the Prize – The Sow-Reap-Peace-Prize.  It sounds like 
the prize was named by a committee.  [both chuckle and nod]  
The distinguished Senators are champions of their cause.  They 
call this an historic moment to embrace peace and not split 
among sectional divides.  They are fully confident that 
mechanical means could resolve slavery.  The Senators are part 
of the Committee to Preserve the Republic.  Finally, calm heads 
at the helm of government!  These lofty goals at the very least 
deserve a chance.  These glimmers of hope may heal the ever 
widening wounds that divide our country.  This just might work! 
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Senator S3 
The article was very complimentary and encouraging.  Now we 
need to figure out what to do next? [pause] Let me guess. 

Senator N3 
Yep!  I managed to break him free from his note pad and 
workshop. 

[Mechanical Genius enters stage left] 

Mechanical Genius 
You now have the prize money!  With it you hope to plug the 
holes in this country and stop us from putting holes in each 
other.  You want to make us whole –with a w – you might say. 
I have taken the liberty to write a specification for what the 
machines must do.  I also identify success criteria for the 
judges.  What is the prize called, the Sow-Reap-Peace Prize?  
[hands the document to Senator N3]   
Guess that makes this the S-R-P-squared spec.  See ya at the 
competition. 
[exits stage right] 

Senator N3 
We have cash and a tech spec, now we need publicity to get the 
word out to a wide audience of entrepreneurs.  I recommend we 
hold tryouts in three months.  Several of my friends are in the 
Newspaper Industry.  I am sure we can get world wide publicity.   

Senator S3 
I will speak with my neighbor about using his plantation to host 
the competition to peaceably replace slavery. 

[lights fade] 
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Act II Scene 3 

Narrator 
It is a bright sunny morning at the Southern Plantation called 
Pax Terra.  Great wealth is manifest in the showy mansion 
house.  Hidden in the back are shanty sheds that hold the 
meager means and people of cotton production. 
For months, entrepreneurs worldwide have been working on 
machines for the Peace Prize.  Multinational inventors have 
converged here to compete for the cash. 
The CPR members are in Washington DC tied to the event via 
telegraph.  Team C Senators are on-site at the plantation.  The 
sunrise hues highlight the formidable scurry of cutting edge 
sights and sounds of technical progress. 
[lights on] 

Senator S3 
Here we are. It is show time.  Think of all the hard work to get to 
this point.  I am a bit uneasy with anticipation. 

 Senator N3 
[nervously] 
May I speak candidly, my dear friend?  [Senator S3 nods]  I 
mean no disrespect but please let me speak frankly of my 
observations.   
Southern slavery and the production of cotton are woefully 
inefficient.  The slave owners I’ve seen are interested only in a 
life of luxury. Truly, I did enjoy their recent grand ball but I now 
must comment.  They have little knowledge or interest in how 
cotton and their fortunes come to be.  The overseer’s whip is the 
chief motivator. 
For comparison, my managers and I know our business and 
constantly seek to improve it.  I don’t mean this 
condescendingly, but with vision to help our quest.  In stark 
contrast look at these plantations - great show houses and 
antiquated means of production.   
[points at the plow] Look at this basic tool, the foundation for 
making cotton.  This plow is home-made out of wood with a 
crude iron blade. 
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A learned friend once told me, “plowing turns over the dirt, gets 
rid of weeds and puts fertilizing nitrogen from the air into the 
soil.”  This plow is too shallow to be effective.  Cotton is a nitro 
hog so the soil is soon exhausted. We can improve the 
processes and yields. 
I also better understand your comments, friend, about how my 
Northern factory workers are little better than slaves.  I once 
viewed them only as resources.  There is much that I could do 
to better their lives.  Thank you. 

Senator S3 
I respect your comments and understand their importance.  
Would you give me a few minutes please? I need to be sociable 
with our host and his friends. 
[Senator N3 exits stage right] 
[several plantations owners join Senator S3] 

Senator S3 
Good day Gentlemen.  Thank you for coming to the competition.  
I have asked you here that I might speak candidly with you.  I 
know that you each are working for succession.  Please do not 
be offended by my direct words – must be that Yankee influence 
from Washington.  Brace for incoming comments! 
Have you considered that if we fail to adapt to the changes in 
the wind, we are doomed to extinction?  I see your stubborn 
confidence today.  You are men who in a few years and with 
hard work have gained great fortunes.  Truly an impressive feat!  
You have all come so far in a short time. 
In my mind, I see the possibility of all that we have built reduced 
to rubble.  The headlines will read, Once Cotton Princes, Now 
Shoddy Paupers!  How do I help you to understand the change 
in my thoughts recently?  I see it all so logically and clearly now.  
How do I share this with you my friends before it is too late? 
The secessionists cause will fail.  Have you once thought what a 
Yankee Navy blockade would do to the South?  They have the 
ships and means to build more.  We have nothing to defeat 
them.  Like a giant boa, it will constrict the life energy out of the 
South.  Britain will not aid us.  They lost the US twice, do you 
really think they will venture here a third time?  They are 
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focused on India and not on us.  Please, I beg you; stand for 
peace before our world falls to pieces. 
The Spanish Empire was once the richest and strongest the 
world has ever seen.  Think of all the gold, silver and jewels 
taken back to Spain.  The rich squandered the wealth in short 
term lavish living and not long term investments.   Where is 
Spain today?  She is but a shell of her glory days.   
There are quiet echoes in history that warn those who listen.  
Please listen Gentlemen, there are lessons for us to heed 
before we become history. 
[lights off] 

Narrator 
As a wonder to current technology, the Team in Washington DC 
is connected to the events at the Southern Plantation.  The 
telegraph sends messages one letter at a time.   
[lights on at Washington DC] 

Al 
[paces with anticipation] 
What a marvel of the modern age we live in.  Here we are in 
Washington DC connected to an event hundreds of miles away. 
This will take some time though.  The data arrives one alphabet 
letter at a time.   
[points to Dot and Dash]  
The telegraph operators known as Dot and Dash will decode the 
messages and read them to us.   
Remember Gentlemen you are sworn to secrecy. 
[sound of telegraph taps and pauses] 

Dot  
[running to the committee] 
Race to start. 

Al  
Compile the messages please.  When they make sense bring to 
us.  This is going to be a long day.   

[lights off] 
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Narrator 
The competition has become a circus of people, machines and 
technical mayhem.  A newspaper reporter is looking through 
binoculars and dictating to a stenographer.  The smoky air is 
pulsing with energy. 
[spotlight center stage] 

Reporter 
We are gathered here today to see if mechanical power can 
beat human muscle.  It is rumored that the slave owners have 
offered the slaves a prize if they can beat all the mechanical 
beasts.  These are strange times indeed.   
[mechanical noise] 
Will someone please tell me why does the “peaceful solution” 
have to be so smelly and noisy?  The air is heavy with smoke 
from the steam engines and full of the clanking of moving metal.  
They sound powerful but are they?  Are they all puff and no 
pull?  We shall see. 

Dash  
[running to the committee]  
Engines started. 

Reporter 
Today there will be two races.  In the first race each team plows 
an acre.  First one done wins. 
In the second race, each team plants cotton seeds in the 
recently prepared fields.  There are 5 Teams in this competition.  

Team 1 is horses pulling a plow steered by slave hands.  Locals 
are cheering for the home team.  Odd no? Slave owners and 
slaves are on the same side.  It is the whipper and the whipped 
against the new comers. 

Team 2 is a stationary steam powered engine.  Ropes pull the 
plow back and forth.  Watch out for those ropes! They look like 
they could chop your head right off.  

Team 3 is a moving steam engine.  Look at the tracks on those 
tires.  Will this smoke belching, mechanical dragon slay slavery? 
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Team 4 is from Europe.  [looking at his notes] It is something 
called an Internal Combustion Engine.  With all that black 
smoke, maybe we should call it an infernal combustion engine.  
I’m going to call it IC. 

Team 5 is a favorite of those who like the story of Ben Franklin 
and his kite.  There is a separate building where the electricity is 
made by something called a [from the notes] dynamo.   
The power flows in those giant cables to an electric motor 
connected behind the plow.  The men running the electric 
motors call this e-power for a new age.  We will see.  

There is technological tension in the air as we await the starting 
pistol.  [bang].  The men and machines are off. Who will win – 
muscles or motors? 
[Telegraph operator at the plantation sends message] 
   

Dot  
[running to the committee]  Race started. 

Reporter 
And they are off!  Horses and humans are making steady 
progress. I can’t see what is happening with the steam and IC 
engines because of all the smoke. The electric engine is a bit 
light in its performance.  It is really behind the others. 
[from cue cards] 
There is anticipation in the air today as mechanical beasts of 
burden compete against each other to try to outdo the slaves.  
Pulling plows is no easy task.  I’d like to point out that Team 1 is 
using a wooden based, iron tipped plow.  Team 3 is using the 
newly invented steel John Deere plow.  Today we will see if the 
advertisement is true, does nothing really plow better than a 
Deere?  
Thank Goodness there is a breeze.  I can just glimpse the 
steam engines.  They are ahead of the humans.   
Ah!  Let’s take a break. 

Dot  
Humans have strong start.  Steam Engines are ahead. 
[lights off] 
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Reporter 
They have been at it for hours.  The horse and human 
combination is half done.  The two steam engines are neck and 
neck in the lead.  Do steam engines have necks?  Oh well you 
know what I mean.  
The IC looks like it has indigestion.  The engine has given up 
the ghost and died. Just not enough power to pull the plow.  It 
looks like it is back to the drawing board to our European 
visitors. 
The electric motor is ahead of the humans but behind steam.  
Wait!  Just wait a minute! There was a terrible flash of light from 
the e-motor.  Yes, I can see it now the e-motor ran over its own 
cable.  The electrical umbilical cable has been severed. The e-
motor is dead. It is cold metal carcass lies motionless on the 
charred field.  It won’t stay in third place for long as the humans 
keep marching on.   

Dash  
Steam still ahead.  Humans next.  IC and E-motor stopped.   

Reporter 
They are crossing the finish line now.  Its official Team 3 - steam 
with the steel plow - has won the competition!  In second place 
is Team 2 the rope and steam team.  Later today, I am confident 
the humans will finish in third place.  Guess the next two are in 
last place.  IC is frozen and the e-motor has rigor mortis.   

Dot  
Steam with new steel plow wins.  

Al  
Please collect the results of the second race.  Please bring me 
all the telegraphs together after the race is finished. 
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Dot  
Yes Sir! 
[lights slowly fade, in the total darkness the tapping continues] 
[lights slowly rise] 

Dot and Dash 
[each finishing the last telegraph from the race today]  
Done finally!  [They gather the papers and exhaustedly walk 
towards the committee.] 

Al  
[receiving the reports] Thank you both for your fine services.  
Well Done. 
[Dot and Dash exit stage right] 
So what does all this mean? [He hands Senators N1 and S1 
each a third of the stack.   [Each takes a moment to read 
through the papers.] 

Senator N1  
Something called an IC Engine won the second competition of 
planting the seeds.  How could they lose the first race and win 
the second? 

Al  
Plowing is a lot harder than planting seeds.  We need to see 
more than where we are today.  We need to steer to where we 
want to be tomorrow.  Remember our task is to summarize the 
data and decide what to do next.   

Senator S1  
The Team C  Senators have recommendations for awarding the 
prize money. They are awaiting our concurrence. 
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 Al  
Let us strategize first please.  The purpose for the competition 
was to prove that machines could replace slaves.  I believe the 
results are a resounding yes!  There will be detractors who will 
pick at surface flaws from the races. 
We need to stay focused on the road forward to the future!  The 
new plow and seed drill are impressive! Do we all agree to 
award the prizes? Tell the Senators to manage performance to 
plan.  Excuse me Gentlemen, I have an action for Team B.  
[lights off] 
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Act II Scene 4  (at Team B) 

Al  
Thank you, Team B, for letting me be a guest speaker today.  I 
trust you have all heard the results from the competition.   
I appreciate you all telling me that you were struggling with your 
Team’s tasks.  Team B’s charter is all about people! 
To facilitate understanding, let’s compare.  Team C’s tasks are 
the processes that make products, in this case cotton.  In 
contrast, your responsibilities can not be touched.  They are 
within the inner workings of the human mind.  Logic will say, 
“Hey there is an opportunity that machines could replace slaves.  
Give peace a chance and cool the divisive rancor.”   
The quest is how to help people overcome prejudices and 
actively embrace the idea of peace.  First peace must be 
personally envisioned, embraced and then applied to every part 
of the country. 

Let’s chat about two history making books. 
[holds a copy of Common Sense] 
Before the American Revolution, Tom Pane wrote ‘Common 
Sense.”   He appealed directly to the people with the reasons for 
revolution.  Hundreds of thousands of copies were sold.  These 
few words were a rally cry that helped forge the separate 
colonies together for the cause of liberty.     
[holds up “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”]  Recently, Mrs. Stowe wrote a 
book that brought the horrors of slavery into the home to 
millions.  It rallies the abolitionists and rattles the Southerners.  

Written words effectively state the case for war.  Surely the 
reverse is equally true.  Team B’s task is to create a booklet to 
teach people in the North and South of the horrors of Civil War 
and the rewards of unified peace. 
[looks at watch]  Excuse me Gentlemen, I must rush to another 
activity. 
[exits stage right and lights off] 
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 Narrator   
Team B spent weeks seeking advice from experts to give their 
booklet perspective.  Today is the committee meeting where 
Team B hopes to gain insights for their literary quest.  The room 
is crowded with presenters and curious on-lookers. 

Senator S2  
We welcome our guests to this meeting.  Have we given them 
refreshments?  [receiving nods from the audience] 
Good!  If y’all need anything else just holler.  Bless your hearts 
for coming here today. 

Senator N2  
We have made great plans.  Now, is the time for applying full ink 
quill to paper.  In addition to our visitors we have pertinent mail 
to discuss also. 

Senator S2  
[grabs notes] 
We Americans get our word ‘democracy’ or people power from 
the ancient Greeks.  Where are the Greeks today? 
Two thousand plus years ago, the separate Greek States fought 
a civil war against each other. The Greeks weakened their 
culture themselves.  First they fell internally and then their 
enemies prevailed. 
Now, in the 1860’s, Greece is a still a conquered country.  They 
are subjugated by a foreign power.  There is no democracy in 
the country of its birth.  This is a wake-up call for us. 

Senator N2  
We welcome the Plantation Owner as the first speaker before 
this committee. 
[Plantation Owner takes his seat in front of the Senators] 

Plantation Owner 
When I first came to the States from Ireland, I had little money 
and lots of dreams.  I bought my first acres.  After years of hard 
work, I now own and operate one of the largest plantations in 
Georgia.  Many in the North criticize my lifestyle.  They call it 
pampered and lavish. I work very hard for what I have. 
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Heckler (Ann) 
[yells from the back of the room]  So have the slaves and what 
do they have to show for it. 

 Senator N2  
Order!  There will be order in this room! 

Plantation Owner 
[ignores the heckler] 
What I do is of significance to our country.  Cotton makes up half 
of all the US exports! 

Senator S2  
Realizing you represent the 10% of the Southern population that 
owns slaves, what are your opinions of replacing slaves with 
machines? 

Plantation Owner 
I am honestly skeptical that it will work?  I am equally unsure 
whether or not it could be cost effectively accomplished.  I do, 
however, fully support the efforts.  Not all Southern Gentlemen 
agree with my liberal position. 

Senator S2  
Thank you Sir, for your time and comments.  Next we would like 
to welcome our visitor from England. 

British Textile Factory Owner 
I own a Textile Mill in Northern England, near Manchester.  We 
buy the baled cotton from the South.  Through a series of 
modern steps we change the raw cotton fibers into the best 
calico cloth known to mankind. 
It is said that our workers make enough cloth for England before 
breakfast and exports are made the rest of the day.  The cost of 
cotton is very important to us.  This idea of yours to replace 
slaves with machines cannot increase costs.  If it does then we 
will look to alternate sources for our cotton.  Cotton is King only 
as long as it is cost effective. 
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Heckler (Ann) 
 [yelling]  Aren’t your factory workers little better than slaves? 

British Textile Factory Owner 
I have nothing further to say.  How my workers are treated is my 
business.  I have said what I came here today to say.  Good 
Day! 
[exits stage right and there is a commotion in the crowd] 

Senator N2 
Anymore outbursts and we will clear the gallery.  
Submit questions to us in writing prior to just blurting them out. 
Our next visitor is a current slave from a Border State.  Please 
approach and take a seat.  Describe your typical day. 

Current Slave 
[rattling chains] 
I’z a gets up when da sun duz. 
Works cott’n  ‘til sun down. 
Stops few times for food ‘n wat’r 
Times when I’z gets tired I’z feels da whip if’n I ain’t workin’ fast 
‘nough. 

Senator S2  
In recognition of the courage it took to come before this 
subcommittee, we have secured your freedom.  You are now a 
free man.  Do you understand what I am saying? 

Current Slave 
I’z a what? 

Senator N2  
You are free! 
[man enters and unlocks chains and hands him papers] 

Current Slave 
I’z a can’t read.  Duz  dis sayz I’z free? 
[nods from the Senators] 

Current Slave 
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All I’z no’s is cott’n?  What I’z ta do now? 

Former Slave 
[takes a seat beside the Current Slave] 
I will help with that.  I was once a slave too but I have been free 
for the last ten years.  I learned how to read and write.  Now I 
work for a newspaper. 

Senator N2  
If four million current slaves are freed, what will they all do next?  
Where will they go?  How will they earn a living? 

Former Slave 
There are those who preach a violent means to end slavery.  
John Brown and Nat Turner are a few of these.  I do not agree 
with them.  I believe a peaceful solution will work.  I urgently feel 
that this issue must be resolved quickly. 
Everyday I look at the scars on my back.  I got them when I was 
another man’s property.  I know now that I am his equal.  Every 
day I work hard for myself and my own self respect. 
There is a question of what to do with the millions of freed 
slaves.  Well, gentlemen even the former slaves do not agree on 
this issue. 
Some say that blacks and whites should never mix.  They say 
that we should be like separate fingers on the hand. They will 
live separately but will come together as a fist in times of trouble 
like if the British attack us again. 
I respect this opinion but do not agree with it.  Separate will 
never be equal.  I believe that true freedom is in an integrated 
society.  It has taken centuries to build the bigotry and it will take 
a while to tear it down and replace it with an equality of 
tolerance. 
I recommend a solution that allows the newly freed slaves to 
choose for themselves either separate or integrated.  I must 
emphatically address one more issue please.  There will be no 
end to slavery until the former slaves have the economic means 
to support themselves.  I suggest that former slaves be given 
land in the West.  The program of forty acres and a mule must 
apply to all regardless of their skin tone. 
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Senator N2  
Thank you!  I have read your book.  It is impressive.  The 
assimilation of former slaves into the society that once enslaved 
them will be complicated.  It is right to be civil in this matter.  Our 
forefathers wrote that all men are created equal.  It is our good 
fortune to be able to fully implement this clause. 
[Ann runs up to Senator N2 and hands him a paper] 

Senator N2  
The question is why are only men equal?  What about women? 

Senator S2  
Certainly, what the Declaration of Independence means is that 
all men and women are equal.  Now before you ask it I shall, will 
one day women have the right to vote?  I don’t know?  Let’s 
focus on resolving the current conflict before starting another.  I 
will say however that there is talk already out west of giving 
women the right to vote.  Next we will hear from a recent arrival 
to our country. 

Immigrant  
I am an immigrant to America, this wonderful land of the free.  
I came here to make a better life for my family and me.  I believe 
through hard work I can do this.   
You ask me, what do I think of Civil War?  I answer that I do not 
want to see my new country torn in two.  When you ask me 
about slavery, I do not mean this to sound unfeeling, but I do not 
care about it.  Every day is a struggle for me.  I work in a factory.  
I live in a slum.  Everyone in my household is working to better 
our conditions.  I hear of slavery in the South but it is far away 
from me. 

Senator S2  
Do you have teenage sons Sir? 

Immigrant  
[puzzled]  Yes I do. 

Senator S2 
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When older men declare war it is always the younger ones who 
fight it.  Have you considered that your sons would be drafted in 
a Civil War? 

Immigrant  
No! No, I had not thought about it that way.  [pause] Peace, we 
must have peace.  I will work for peace! 
[exits stage right] 

Senator N2  
A letter was written to a notable historian asking what is the 
impact of the book “Uncle Tom’s Cabin?”  
He responds – the book is like the wind that pushed the ships of 
Columbus. It is a contributor, a catalyst of major life altering 
changes.   
Millions of copies have sold.  In fact, it is currently the 
bestselling novel worldwide. The South countered with nemesis 
novels called Anti-Tom literature.  They are popular only in the 
South.  The plots portray kind Masters justly leading child like 
slaves. 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin puts a human face on slavery.  The horrors 
of whippings and murders are brought into people’s comfortable 
homes.  The book is sensational and sentimental.  It connects 
conscientiousness with unfamiliar souls.  So very damning of 
slavery is this dime store novel.  
In every Northern city, there are fires burning in abolitionists’ 
hearts to extinguish slavery. Most people want it peaceably 
snuffed out.  Many favor other more immediate means.  
Historically, inner fires seldom keep to themselves for long.  
They soon spread into society.  Sincerely, and he signs his 
name. 

Senator S2  
For the record it should be noted that the guests invited here 
today are all moderates.  Certainly some of their contemporaries 
are much more fanatical and firmly planted on opposite sides of 
the slavery issue spectrum.  We now welcome the 
representative of moderate abolitionists. 

Abolitionist 
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While it is true I am a reasonable person.  I make solemn 
declaration that I am tirelessly working to rid the earth of the evil 
where one man chains another.  Throughout history, the 
powerful have forced the weak to do their Masters will. 
I differ with the fanatics in that I want to work with my Southern 
Brethren and find peaceful solutions.  I am not learned enough 
about machines to know if they will really work.  I do know that 
the passion I feel for this cause will be applied to support this 
very task. 
To my Southern friends, please find no fear in my words.  We 
are countrymen.  We need to find a solution to our common 
problem.  I do not piously point and say that you are damned 
until you resolve the peculiar institution.  I say we are in the 
same boat.  A hole in one end threatens us both equally.   
I firmly feel there are good people in the South.  I am your 
partner, your coworker, your friend in crisis!     

Senator S2  
[wiping tears away from his eyes, he stands and claps]  Thank 
you Sir for extending your hand in friendship!  For being willing 
to work together for solutions!  Thank you for searching for 
understanding and not pounding us with platitudes.  So many 
people throw verbal stones at us. They see the weeds in the 
foliage but don’t understand the deep roots. The need is for 
compassion and common ground.  Rocks are easy to throw but 
hard to make.  [overcome with emotion] 
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Senator N2  
[quick to help his friend] 
Thank you all for your help today.  Cool heads and active hands 
can prevail.  Our next task is to summarize the facts in a form of 
popular prose that will be easily understood by the masses.  In a 
democracy, the power is in the hands of the people. People who 
first must decide to engage those hands in the common purpose 
of peace. 

 [Newsboy shouts and enters stage left) 

Newsboy 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!  Northern clergyman preaching 
hate fans flames for a fight.  He states sometimes it takes fire to 
cleanse the country.  He offers a match. 
In response, Southern militias buy cannons from Great Britain. 
[lights fade] 

Nickel please! 
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Act II Scene 5 

Narrator 
The Philosopher was on a ship for weeks to cross the ocean 
between the States and Ex-Mother England.  
During the voyage, he dutifully spent time conversing with 
people of different nationalities, classes and cabins.  He 
understands their thoughts and motivations.  He has prepared 
hard for today, the day he meets with the British Prime Minister 
and later Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 

[lights on as Philosopher takes off his raincoat and enters to 
where the Prime Minister is seated] 

 Philosopher 
Thank you Sir, for meeting with me today.  I do love England! 
There is something deep within my soul that connects with this 
land and people.  On behalf of the American people I extend my 
hand in friendship.   

Prime Minister. 
I should shake two hands - for soon there may be two Americas 
- that extend friendship.  Civil Wars have a way of doing this. 
[Philosopher surprised by the candor] 
Yes, my views are well known.  I support the soon to be 
confederacy. 
Tea? 

Philosopher 
[shaken]  Yes, please. 
[turns to the Prime Minister]  Seeing this tea reminds me, so are 
you Brits still mad about the Boston Tea Party?  [chuckles] 

Prime Minister. 
[not laughing]  Today we are more concerned about our tea from 
our colony in India.   
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 Philosopher 
[composed]  How are things going in India, Sir?  I understand 
there were major rebellions there a couple of years ago. 

Prime Minister 
[agitated]  Today, India is firmly under British control. 

Philosopher 
[raises his tea]  As firmly as 100,000 Brits can rule the 100 
Million people of India.  It must be a constant struggle to 
maintain a colony half the world away.  Even the mighty British 
Empire could not fight two wars on opposite sides of the globe 
at once.     

Prime Minister 
[condescendingly]  So tell me of the American presidential 
election.  What are Mr. Lincoln’s chances of winning? 

Philosopher 
It is a three man race.  The Democrats split regionally.  The 
Northern Democratic candidate is Douglas.  A few years ago, he 
beat Lincoln in a senate election.  The Southern Democratic 
candidate is Breckinridge. He is popular only in the South. 
Lincoln is the Republican candidate.  It looks like by splitting the 
vote three ways that no candidate will win with over 50%. 
Whoever wins will be running the country with a plurality of more 
people against him than for him.  Abe is currently winning but 
the race is close.  
[refocusing]  I understand the Queen is quite in favor of 
abolishing slavery.  Didn’t Britain outlaw slavery earlier this 
century? 

Prime Minister 
Yes, that is so.  It must be appreciated, however, that the 
Southern US cotton fuels Northern England Factories.  The 
owners constitute new money but they are a powerful force in 
Parliament.  They are the engine of our exports.  In politics, 
money talks. 

  
Philosopher 
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Respectfully Sir.  I was noticing the weather of leaking clouds as 
I traveled in your fine country.  It is a shame that the recent grain 
harvests have not been productive in Europe.  Great Britain 
imports a vast amount of wheat from the Northern US.  
Confederate cotton may be King, Sir, but Yankee grain is an 
Ace.  Ever played poker Mister Palmerston?  I’d be happy to 
demonstrate at your convenience. 

Prime Minister 
I was warned about you.  You have the reputation of being quite 
a thinker.  You have obviously studied well for our conversation.  
Feelings aside, why should Britain be neutrality? 

Philosopher 
First, neutrality secures the ability to trade with both sides.  If 
peace fails, and it may, both sides will need to buy great 
quantities of arms from you.  It is ironic that the guns and 
cannons that face each other on American soil may each bare 
the made-in-England seal.  Second, it has come to my attention 
that you are not a fan of France. 

Prime Minister 
[laughs, and then regains composure]  You know I do not like 
the fogies. 

Philosopher 
Napoleon the III is ambitious.  Let me digress for a moment with 
an analogy to the new national sport in America called baseball.  
It is loosely similar to British Cricket and Rounders.  The point is 
that after three strikes you are out. 

Prime Minister 
I see the point you strike with your comments on Napoleon the 
III.  Please continue. 
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Philosopher 
Napoleon the III is keen to rekindle the glory days of Gallic 
Empire.  He has had ‘difficulties’ on the European continent so 
he has his sights on Mexico.   
As long as the US is not fighting our own war, we will be able to 
enforce the Monroe Doctrine and kick the French out of the 
Western Hemisphere.  This would not hurt your feelings would 
it? 
[Prime Minister laughs] 
Next, there is the crumbling from within Spanish Empire.  A 
strong USA and the Spanish Empire will come to blows.  It is 
only a matter of time. 

Prime Minister 
It is interesting that the Queen has a cherished copy of  
”Uncle Tom’s Cabin.”  Her Majesty is fond of mentioning that the 
factory workers - who will be affected the worst by a cut-off of 
the cotton supply – favor Mr. Lincoln and his crusade to end 
slavery.   

Philosopher 
Please let me leave you with two thoughts.  The first is that all of 
our Presidents to date trace their ancestry to these isles.   
Our Founding Fathers left Britain seeking personal riches and 
freedom.  Through hard work and lots of luck they made their 
fortunes. Let’s be honest, often the money tree was tended by 
slaves.  Rich American leaders like Benjamin Franklin visited 
England.  They expected to be welcomed as equals but instead 
they were spurned as inferiors. I know we Americans are too 
direct but let me finish the point please.   
If the British Aristocracy had welcomed the newly rich Colonial 
Americans and treated them as equals – there would not have 
been a Revolutionary War.  War can be avoided by peaceful 
means. 
Second, Italy and Germany are newly unified countries.  I 
envision a day when the power hungry will ignite Europe ablaze 
with war.  I see a time when English speaking people will be on 
the same side of a massive war.  We savor of differences but 
have not yet embraced the importance of our similarities.  One 
day the relationship between formal Master and colonial slaves 
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will be one of equals with mutual respect.  We need each other 
far more than either of us realize or will admit.  British neutrality 
is the best long term solution. 

Prime Minister 
You are a gifted speaker persuasively oozing logic from your 
lips. My heart shall always be towards the Southern cause but I 
see the pragmatism in neutrality.  I will sign if the Queen signs 
first.   [lights off] 

Narrator 
The Philosopher is encouraged by the meeting with the 
skeptical but coming-around Prime Minister.  Next stop is the 
new Buckingham Palace to meet with Queen Victoria and her 
husband Prince Albert. 
[lights on as the Philosopher enters the Palace waiting room] 

Philosopher 
[Speaks to the Butler]  Hello kind Sir.  I have been waiting for 
hours could you please tell me when is my appointment with 
Her Majesty? 

Butler 
Appointment?  You would do well to learn that one does not 
have an appointment with the Queen.  She will inform you when 
Her Majesty is ready for your visit. 

Philosopher 
[acknowledges the fumble]  Thank you! 
[lights flicker on, off and on again] 

Butler 
You have been called to see Her Majesty Queen Victoria of the 
United Kingdom and Her colonies. 

Philosopher 
Yes Sir!   Right now. 
[enters into the Queen's presence.  He bows] 

Queen Victoria 
!55



We welcome you to Great Britain, representative of the United 
States of America. 
[motions to her servant]  Tea? 

Philosopher 
Yes please, Your Highness!   
I extend greetings from the President and people of the United 
States of America to Your Majesty the Queen of the United 
Kingdom and also to Prince Albert.   
May I please present these gifts as tokens of the friendship 
between our countries? 

Queen Victoria 
You May! 

Philosopher 
From the South, I present a cotton quilt depicting scenes of 
Southern Life.   From the North is a gold covered book.  It is 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  From the West, I present a chief’s 
headdress.   
Queen Victoria is very popular with many of the Native American 
groups.  A couple of the tribes are even thinking of naming you 
ceremonial leader.  Such is the respect and admiration they 
have for you. 

[Queen nods in acknowledgement.  Servants enter, accept the 
gifts and exit.] 

Philosopher 
May I please ask a question of protocol?  The official etiquette 
handbook said to refer to Prince Albert as the Prince Consort. I 
do not mean to be uncouth. I come from a country without ruling 
royalty so I confess I am unlearned in these matters. 
Back to the question, why do others refer to your husband as 
“Prince” and not King? 

Queen Victoria 
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[winks at Prince Albert]  Within this room and without Parliament 
present you may call him King Albert.  I have been trying for 
years to get the country to call him that! 

Philosopher 
[realizing he has scored a calculated victory] 

King Albert, I am very impressed with your skills in the arts, 
sciences and industries.  Has it been ten years since the 
Exhibition at the Crystal Palace?  The Great Exhibition showed 
the whole world the magnificence of the British factories.  The 
UK is deserving of its description as workhouse to the world! 

Prince Albert 
[exuberantly] 
Yes, the event was so successful we actually made hundreds of 
thousands of Pounds.  I am leading the efforts to make world 
class science museums with the profits!  

Philosopher 
Truly, an impressive accomplishment Sir! 
[Turns toward Victoria] 
I am equally awestruck with the accomplishments of the British 
Monarchy.  The British Empire is the strongest in the world.  
Industrial productivity is leading the civilized world. 
However, what leaves the greatest impression is that you work 
so tirelessly to raise the standard of living of your subjects 
including the poor.  Your leadership also resulted directly in 
banning slavery from Great Britain and all her colonies. 

Queen Victoria 
I have read Uncle Tom’s Cabin and shall read it again with the 
Royal copy you have presented to the Crown. 

Philosopher 
May I speak directly to a topic of urgency please? 

Queen Victoria 
You May! 
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Philosopher 
As we speak, the Southern States are plotting to leave the 
Union.  Civil War will certainly follow.  The causes are the 
perceived ‘rights’ of individual States to pick and chose which 
Federal laws they will abide by.  The root cause of the conflict is 
slavery. 
The Confederacy is firm in the belief that Great Britain will join 
their side. 

Queen Victoria 
We have never said anything formal to encourage that end! 

Philosopher 
Respectfully, in the rash run towards fighting, the war drums 
beat so loudly that reason ceases to be heard.  Frankly, just the 
perception of a chance that Britain may champion the 
confederate cause is enough to push the rebels over the edge 
into secession and Civil War.  We estimate one to two million 
casualties and a total stop of British cotton imports. 

Queen Victoria 
[gasp]  Is the point to stop this still within our grasp? 

Philosopher 
I believe a Declaration of Neutrality signed by Your Royal 
Highness and the Prime Minister would lead to the freeing of all 
American slaves.  In the process a bloody [gasps from the 
servants] civil war will be averted.  We would appreciate it if you 
could mention this to the Archbishop also. 

Queen Victoria 
[to the servant] 
Call the Prime Minister.  We will see him immediately! 
[lights abruptly off] 
[spotlight on the Prime Minister] 

Prime Minister 
[to himself] 
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Damn that Yankee is convincing.  So I am off to see the Queen.  
The ‘wonderful’ Queen of UK.  I need to be back later to meet 
with the Confederate Delegation.  Understand we have an 
opportunity to get back some of our money spent on cotton.   
[picks up a letter]  They want guns, cannons and warships.   
Next week, I meet with Union Officers who are seeking similar 
implements of war.  Sounds like good business.   
Today I sign the Declaration of Peace and then sell some arms.  
Sounds like a win-win deal. 

[lights off] 
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Act II Scene 6 

Narrator 
Preacher Pat spent the long journey to England preaching to the 
willing and often to the unwilling.  He sailed to England and then 
took a stagecoach over bumpy roads to the City of Canterbury.  
Today he is meeting with the Protestant Leader, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury.  There is no unity amongst Protestants. 

[Preacher goes over to where the Archbishop is seating] 

Preacher Pat 
I feel like Paul on one his road trips.  It is so nice to finally meet 
you! 

Archbishop 
[distantly]  So you are here to talk about a Peace Initiative. 

Preacher Pat 
Yes sir.  I want …..[interrupted by the Archbishop] 

Archbishop 
Nothing like this Cathedral in America is there?  We are 
standing with hallowed ground.  The stone masons took longer 
to build this sanctuary than America has been a country. Does 
not the cathedral make one marvel at its magnificence? 

Preacher Pat 
Nice enough bunch of rocks but it could use a coat of paint. 

Archbishop 
[indignantly]  PAINT? 
[regains composure]  This is why the good book instructs us not 
to give pearls to pigs.  

Preacher Pat 
[full of purpose]  With respect to Mister Chaucer, I was not sure 
how long it would take to get my tail to Canterbury.  I persevered 
due to the significance of my quest.   
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Archbishop 
[offended]  We do not orate Canterbury Tales from the podium 
of this Holy Place.  This is a House of God not a tent like you 
are used to. 
  

Preacher Pat 
[with resolve]  Yes sir, but why does the Deity who controls the 
weather need a place to go to get out of it?  Maybe the houses 
are for us so we will feel worthy to converse with the Almighty.  
Some are ready even with a covering of canvas overhead.  It is 
not the ceilings, walls or the attire that make us holy but the 
quality of our actions. 

Archbishop 
Faith takes works.  Of this we agree.  
[catches himself]  I realize that we both call ourselves 
Protestants but there is nothing remotely similar in our religions. 

Preacher Pat 
There are precious similarities.  We all start from one book and 
our prayers end at a common destination.  We just differ in 
between.   
We should listen more to what we have in common and focus 
less on our differences.  The schisms within whole Christendom 
are mendable.  
I see magnificent stained glassed windows that surround this 
building.  Many were made centuries before my country existed.  
The colored glass pictures preached to an illiterate 
congregation.  
See how each piece is uniquely different in colors and shapes.  
Without variety there is no meaning.   
I wonder when this life is over and we kneel before the Lord on 
his throne - if his first comments will be – “the purpose of earth 
life is to all get along.”  “How did you do?” 
The pieces of glass only manifest their reasons for creations 
when they are all connected together.  Maybe we humans are 
like that too.  The role of the ministers should be like the lead 
that joins the jagged pieces together into one coherent form. 

[Queen’s messenger enters] 
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Queen’s Messenger 
[hands letter to the Archbishop] 
The message is labeled To-Insure-Promptitude or TIP for 
speedy delivery.  I made great haste in getting here. 
[holds out his hand to receive the tip] 

Archbishop 
[reaches into his pocket and tips the messenger and then waves 
him away]   
[reading]  Hum.  So your cause convinced the Queen first.  
Sneaky, but effective.  Of course I shall sign the Royally 
endorsed Decree of Neutrality. 
[Light slowly off and on]   

Narrator 
The Cardinal spent the passage across the sea studying and 
delivering Mass to the believers.  When the ship approached   
Italy, the Cardinal reminded himself that this was his seventh trip 
to the Vatican. 
He stayed at the home of a friend to rest from his journey for a 
few days.  Today is the day he is meeting with his friend, the 
Pope to discuss the need to declare peace. 

Cardinal Calvin 
[kisses Pope’s ring]  It is great to be in Your Grace’s presence 
again.  
  

Pope 
I trust the voyage went well my friend.  I’ll bet you spent plenty 
of time studying.  You have always enjoyed the pursuit of 
wisdom.  Of this you do well! 
Months ago, after I received your urgent correspondence, I set 
up a special council to study the problem of slavery and chance 
to declare peace. 
They have recommended caution.  The Church must consider 
the impact on all of its members.  We have many members in 
the North and in the South that would be affected by such a 
decree. 

Cardinal Calvin 
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That is precisely why there is an urgency to prevent bloodshed 
between brothers.  How can we say we lead people to the 
Promised Land if we don’t make good our promises to keep our 
current home peaceful?  

Pope 
The situation is critical.  We are on the rim of a fire and 
brimstone cauldron.  Those who want war are fanning the 
flames of discontent.  They seem unaware that fire has no 
master. Once it is unbridled it consumes all in its path.  
However, caution does seem prudent. 

Cardinal Calvin 
Respectfully Holy Father, in the centuries we have been a 
Church, Popes have made difficult decisions. History has not 
always been kind to some of the decisions.  The unbelievers 
often criticize us about the Crusades and the handling of 
Galileo. 
Today, our mantra must be - wrong happens when right is silent.  
As we speak, forces of evil are mustering hate to break up the 
United States.  This violent divorce shall surely lead to Civil War.  
The death and destruction will be of biblical plague proportion. 
We must choose now – either to embrace the light of peace- or 
by inactions surrender to the dark forces.  Our indecision will 
result in victory for the Prince of Darkness.  We lead to peace 
today, or will be led into war hell tomorrow. 

Pope 
You say it so well and so clearly! 
[to his servant]  Bring me pen and ink please.  Silence is often 
cherished in the Church, but in a crisis it is cowardice.  I will sign 
the Declaration of Peace. 
[signing]  By the way, I liked the phrase “lead or be led.”  May I 
use it Sunday in my address in St. Peter Square? 

This Declaration is to be translated into every language graced 
by our Church.  Distribute immediately to the world wide 
membership. 
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God praises the humble who worship him but He respects those 
who rise off their knees and actively engage in a just cause.  
Ending slavery and establishing peace are worthy causes. 

Cardinal Calvin 
Your leadership is deservedly well recognized.  I thank you for 
your vision and boldness. 
Next, I am going to visit with the Eastern Orthodox Leaders.  
This is a historic opportunity to extend an olive branch to those 
on the other side of the schism within our own religion. 

[lights off] 
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Act II Scene 7 

Narrator 
Back in the USA, Team B has finished the pamphlet for peace.  
They call the booklet, “Civil Sense.”  It is a mixture of logic and 
emotion.  The story is woven around a main character named 
“Auntie Bea.”   Her name is based on the Latin phrase, ante 
bellum which means “before the war.” 
Auntie Bea has sons on each side of the Civil War conflict.  The 
battlefields and impacts to society are vividly described.  The 
language used is common prose for wide appeal. 

Senator S2 
I do not think it is boastful for us to congratulate ourselves on 
completing this difficult task.  Who knew we had it in us to write 
such a book? 

Senator N2 
I agree!  I am also more than a little nervous about sales.  We 
published this book at our personal expense. If doesn’t sell we 
will face financial ruin. 

Senator S2 
As I contemplated how to fund this activity, I thought of the 
American Revolution.  I noticed the Declaration of 
Independence on my wall.  I looked at the signatures of those 
who pledged all they had for our freedom.  Next, I liquidated the 
necessary assets to help fund this endeavor.  

Senator N2 
You must admit knowing it was our money sufficiently motivated 
us to do a great job. It helped us work better together when we 
were personally involved in the business venture. 
This was the only way to guarantee it would be ready in time for 
swift distribution to the masses.  We need sales and public 
support now!  

Senator S2 
Well said!  What is your favorite part of the book?  
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Senator N2 
Well, my wife said she was most moved by the part where 
Auntie Bea is crying over her loses. The paragraphs with the 
news that both of her sons were killed in the same battle are 
emotionally charged.   It is an epiphany when Auntie Bea 
realizes that she could have helped prevent the war.  
For myself, I like it when our Nation realizes it has vast 
resources and potential. To apply them to positive means is our 
manifest destiny, not to fight amongst ourselves to mutual 
destruction.  Of course this is the part of the book that I 
contributed but it is very apropos.  What do you like best about 
the book?  

Senator S2 
I like it when the abolitionists stop preaching from Northern 
pulpits.  They start working for resolution and not revolution.  
They come south, roll up their sleeves and work together with 
the locals for a solution.  
Then there is the part when the different viewpoints all realize 
that together we can forge a common destiny.  We are truly one 
country working with and not against each other. 

Senator N2 
The simple language is easy to understand. This will help 
popular appeal.  The facts and philosophy are deep and 
pertinent. The logic connects with men.  
The book is also contains emotions.  Women connect with 
Auntie Bea’s plight.   
[flips through the book]  It brings the war into the front room in 
the scene where she takes a copy of her family tree and circles 
all those affected by the war.  [reads] “If I knew at the start what 
I feel now I would have done things differently.  I passively 
clapped when the warmongers filled our heads with hate.  Now, 
the burnt shell of my family tree lies in a darkened forest.  I 
could have stopped this.  I should have been involved early to 
prevent this war.”  These are powerful words.   

Senator S2 
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They need to be to turn back the tide of hate that is flooding 
throughout this land.  

Newsboy 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!  Fighting breaks out in Border 
State election rally.   Pro-this fight con-that.  Many hurt. Some 
killed on both sides. 

Senator S2 
[shakes his head]  The fact that we are calling places Border 
States shows that the battle lines are already drawn. 

Senator N2 
Let’s hurry up and print more copies!  

[lights off] 
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Act II Scene 8 

Narrator 
It is close to the Presidential Election of 1860.  The three top 
candidates are sprinting for votes.  There is turmoil in the 
country.  It is an unsettling time of fires, snakes and radicals. 
The two democratic candidates are splitting voters North and 
South.  Al met with Northern Democrat Stephen Douglas.  
Douglas is a strong supporter of a peaceful solution.  He is 
pragmatic and deeply aware of country’s cleaving.  The 
Southern Democrat John Breckinridge refused to meet with the 
Committee to Preserve the Republic.  He cited deep differences 
in philosophy as the cause for not meeting with CPR. 
Today, Al is meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln.  Abe is weary of 
the many months on the long campaign trail.  His shoulders are 
feeling the weight of what may happen to the country if he wins. 

[lights on] 

Al 
The long, arduous campaign is coming to close.  Hard to believe 
it has only been a few months since we met at the convention.  I 
am sure in many ways it seems like years during the 
contemptuous campaign.  

Mary Lincoln 
[She pours tea and is the first to answer] 
It seems like a lifetime long.  The critics are unprincipled and 
unrelenting in their personal attacks on my husband.  Abe, be 
bold and feel strength from your many supporters.  

Abe Lincoln 
[thoughtfully] 
War fever is spreading.  The simple antidote of logic, like a 
medicine bottle, is left unopened by the ailing populace.  
Everyone is either pro or con.  All are for Federal power or 
against it.  Voters polarize on States Rights and slavery issues. 
We are surrounded by fire-eaters, copperheads and radicals – 
all thugs in common clothes. 
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In the South there are those yelling for secession!   They are 
called fire-eaters.  Fire breathing dragons would be a more 
accurate description. 
Northern Democrats - who want to let the South go rather than 
risk Civil War - are named Copperheads after the poisonous 
snake.  They would deal the Union a death blow rather than 
fight to preserve it. 
I find few friends even within my own Republican Party.  I 
preach tolerance but the Radical Republicans find it is more 
popular to stir up hatred.  This mighty gale blows against the 
whole country.  The Liberty Tree is shaking, quivering to its very 
core.  We were founded one country on freedom.  Will we 
survive this latest storm?   
You asked me once if I support peace.  I answer most sincerely 
yes, even now as I prepare for war.  I much prefer peace. 

Mary Lincoln 
Have you seen how rude the press is?  Look at this cartoon!  
It shows Abe splitting a log named USA.  The two halves are 
named North and South.  They like to make fun of my husband’s 
humble roots. 

Al 
There has been significant progress with the machines that 
could replace slavery.  We have demonstrated that this really 
could work.  We acknowledge that it takes time to go from 
prototypes to fielded solutions but it will work! 

Abe Lincoln 
Is anyone listening to the practicalities of peace?  A preacher 
may give a most excellent sermon but if the church is empty 
what is its value?  

Al 
The value Sir, is in standing for what is logical!  It is right to 
preserve peace and the union.  We address the direct cause of 
our divisions head on and effectively deal with slavery.   
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Abe Lincoln 
I have said that a house divided will not stand.  Will a divided 
house work together to heal wounds and not widen them? 

Al 
Mrs. Lincoln may I ask a few very direct questions please? 

Mary Lincoln 
Of course, if it will help the cause of getting my husband 
elected. 

Al 
You are originally from Kentucky right? 
[Mary nods] 
Your family owns slaves.  Many of your relatives support the 
confederacy.  Yet you are a driving force for your husband’s 
presidential bid.  Why? 

Mary Lincoln 
The reasons are personal but I will say this.  There is a chance 
for peace.  People must feel that Civil War will be fought 
amongst the people in their own family portraits.  This is not a 
distant conflict to be fought on foreign soil.  This is brother 
against brother fighting on our front porches.  I know it will be for 
my family!  Hurry! The scale is tilting towards all out war. 

Al 
Here are more copies of “Civil Sense.”  Please help spread the 
idea that peace is possible. 

Abe Lincoln 
Is the paperback novel mightier than the sword?  We are about 
to find out? 

[lights out] 
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Act II Scene 9 

Narrator 
Today is the second competition of man versus machine.  
Entrepreneurs and inventors are gathering at Pax Terra to show 
their mechanical means to pick cotton. 
At the starting line are: the Vacuum Picker, Rotor Brush, Duck 
Bill and Humans. 
The crowd is ten times larger than last time.  Skeptics out 
number supporters five to one.  Free copies of “Civil Sense” are 
distributed to the crowds. 

Reporter 
[to his staff]  You all know the drill.  I talk. You write and you 
send telegraphs.  Today is historic.  Failure or success it will be 
momentous either way. 
[looks through binoculars]  Get Ready! 

[telegraph sounds] 

It is a calm morning at Pax Terra Plantation but that is about to 
change.  The judges are welcoming the contestants.  This time 
a former slave with direct experience in cotton production is one 
of the judges. 
There are four Teams that will demonstrate different machines 
to pick the cotton.  Each of the three machines will be first 
powered by internal combustion, or IC, engines and then by 
steam engines.  Electricity chose not to compete.  They said 
they need more time to mature their product.  More power to 
them. 

Team 1 is the brain child of someone who calls himself, “The 
Mechanic.”  He is the team leader. 
[grabs notes]  It works like a giant carpet sweeper. It is called, 
“The Vacuum Picker.” 

Team 2 took their inspiration from the cotton gin.  It is called 
“The Rotor Brush.”  It consists of large rollers covered with 
wires.  It looks like mechanical fur or buffalo hair.  The brushes 
turn and pick the cotton. 
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Team 3’s leader was inspired while making a paper duck toy for 
his kids.  It is called “The Duck Bill.”  He realized while playfully 
picking at his kids fingers and noses that this Duck Bill could 
pick cotton too.  [demonstrates a paper duck bill ] Simple 
concept, will it work on a large scale? 

Team 4 consists of the humans in bondage, slaves to the soil.  
The law classifies them as property.  How will they perform? 

Senator N3 
[speaking to Senator S3] 
Well, the race will start soon.  Look at this crowd!  Most would 
like to see us fail. 

Senator S3 
Yes they would.  We are here at my friend’s land called the Pax 
Terra Plantation.  Do you know what the name means in Latin? 

Senator N3 
No Sir, do tell. 
  

Senator S3 
Pax Terra means Peaceful Earth.  As a young man, my friend 
was in the English Army.  He has seen the miseries of war first 
hand.  After he had enough of the bloodshed, he came to 
America and built this place.  He named it after what he wants 
most - peace on earth. 
Look at the crowd, they carelessly trample the dirt underneath 
their feet.  They are unaware that the earth has a name and a 
potential.  With the right actions and care, the earth yields 
magnificent bounties that keep us alive and clothe us. 

[gun shot]   

Reporter 
And they are off, to a crawl.  In this first round, the machines are 
powered by gasoline Internal Combustion Engines. These 
engines are much improved models over the units last time.  
Remember the embarrassing mechanical meltdown during the 
plowing demonstration? 
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It takes a long time to pick cotton.  I am taking a break!  Bring 
me a drink!  I ask rhetorically for someone to bring me paint 
also.  I would rather watch it drying than watch these cotton 
pickers. 

[lights flicker] 

The editor said to keep this brief.  So, here it goes.  Through the 
puffs of noxious fumes that cover the ethereal field, I can see 
that Rotor Brush is in first place followed by Vacuum Picker.  
Duck Bill is further back in third place.  The human hands are in 
a very distant fourth place.   
As a side note, have you ever picked cotton?  I got a personal 
opportunity today.  I grasped the fluffy white fibers and 
immediately my hand started bleeding from the cotton boll 
shrapnel.  I can’t imagine the difficulties in picking cotton by 
hand all day long. 

It is official Rotor Brush has won the first round.  The other 
machines finished in the order mentioned above.  The humans 
will be at it for a while more. 
[handed a note]  I have just received a note from the judges.  
There is a second criteria that each machine will be judged on.   
The cotton must be of good quality.  That is how ready is the 
cotton for ginning?  For those of you unfamiliar with the process, 
after the cotton is picked, it is ginned. Ginning separates the 
fibers from the seeds.   

Next up is a repeat race only this time powered by steam 
engines.  I’m taking a nap, wake me when it’s finished. 
[lights off] 

[spotlight on] 
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Spectator-1 (man) 
Well, this is not as exciting as horse racing.   
Why all this fuss anyway?  Slaves make the cotton.  Why 
change this?  [distant cheering from the crowd] 

Spectator-2 (woman) 
I thought the same way when I came here today.  I was bored 
watching the slow events.  So I read “Civil Sense” and I have 
changed my mind.  This is a special day and we need your help. 

Spectator-1 (man) 
I ain’t reading no Yankee propaganda.  I’m fixin’ to toss my copy 
into the trash bin. 

Spectator-2(woman)  
Just listen to what I say for a few moments and see if it or civil 
war makes the most sense. 
[spotlight off] 

[lights on] 

Reporter 
The results from today’s second race are as follows: Rotor 
Brush is the fastest; Vacuum Picker second. 
The best quality goes to Duck Bill, followed by Vacuum Picker. 
There was also a serendipitous discovery.  After Duck Bill 
finished the second race, he ran over to the humans laboring so 
far behind the machines.  He handed the slave the mechanical 
Duck Bill prototype.  It looks like a Duck Bill on the end of a 
stick.  Squeezing the manual handle opens the duck’s mouth.  
One slave used the device and he finished his row five times 
faster than the person without! 

Senator N3 
Today was very interesting.  Al wants our summaries sent to him 
as soon as possible.   
  

Senator S3 
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I know that most of the on-lookers laughed at what we did here 
today.  They could only see the present, with no vision to the 
future. I am excited!  The mechanical solution will work! 

Senator N3 
Will people give it a chance?  By the way, that was brilliant 
handing out free copies of “Civil Sense!” 
[light slowly fades and telegraph sounds continue] 
[lights on] 

Dot 
Here we are in DC, decoding events happening hundreds of 
miles away.  It is wonderful to be part of a modern age! 
[talks to Al] 
Sure am glad you decided to just get a summary telegraph 
about the Picking Competition.  Last time there were clicking 
sounds in my ears for days afterwards. 

Dash 
[hands telegraphs to Al]  Here are the telegraphs, Sir.  Mighty 
hopeful ending!  Oops sorry. 

Al 
Please send a telegraph back to the Senators and thank them 
for a job well done! 
[dot and dash nod as Al divides telegraphs into thirds and 
shares with Senators N1 and S1] 
[Reading]  Successful Test.  Mechanical picking possible.  
Recommend distribute Prize money and Duck Bills now! 
What are Duck Bills? 

Senator N1 
I make them for my grandkids.  Let me show you Sir! 
[folds a paper duck and demonstrates] 

Al 
Oh! So this is how the poultry based picker increases 
productivity. 
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Senator S1 
[looks over papers] 
Often the most brilliant ideas come from simple sources.  This is 
lucky indeed.  This Duck Bill looks like a backscratcher with a 
Duck Bill on one end and a closing mechanism on the other.  
One person can do the work of five – fascinating! 

 Senator N1 
Here is another way to look at it.  With this simple invention only 
1/5 of the current slaves are required. 

Al 
 The mechanical plows and planters work today. They could be 
pulled by horses until the machines are robust enough.  These, 
coupled with the Duck Bill will reduce the numbers of slaves 
required. 
When a man is more productive he should make more money.  
Or in this case, the current slaves could work for their own 
freedom. 
There must be a time-phased resolution of slavery.  This is so 
logical.  Only people and politics could screw this up now. 

Gentlemen, we must prepare presentations to convince 
congress of the practicality of our cause!   Please start 
preparing the House and Senate briefings.   

I need to speak with Team B. 
[walks down hall to Team B] 

Al 
[knocks on door]  May I enter please? 

Senator S2 
Certainly Sir! 
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Al 
I would like to extend heartfelt congratulations on successfully 
writing and distributing “Civil Sense.”  Hundreds of thousands of 
copies have sold to date.  I know you are working on ways to 
get more copies out there faster.  I also hear copies are selling 
in Great Britain.  Next is translating them for worldwide 
audiences. 
As a side note, while driving home yesterday, I saw something 
interesting.  I asked the driver to stop the horses.  I noticed how 
many people walking by were carrying a copy of “Civil Sense.”  
Many of the copies were well worn showing they are being 
shared.  Your hard work is making a huge impact! 

Senator N2 
We are glad to see that too and even happier to get a return on 
our investment. 

Senator S2 
I bet you have another action for us, Al. 

Al 
Now that you mention it, I do.  [laughter] 
As part of your responsibility for people, I want you to identify 
options for the four million current slaves. 
I think it is important that each slave be responsible for 
eventually paying for his own freedom.  I believe that initially, the 
government will need to secure loans on their behalf. 
Please focus on the following point.  If slaves are freed without 
having the financial means of self support, then it will not be 
freedom but frustration!  For example, a farmer that does not 
own the land he works shall never truly be free. 
You have five days.  In a week we will all be back on the hill to 
deal with the politicians.  We must have funding to implement 
the peace enterprise. 
The presidential election is in two weeks.   Pro-union and con-
federacy are just excuses with suffixes used to describe 
breaking one root word – Country.  This is our country!  Work 
well with haste!   Good day and good luck! 
[lights off]  
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Narrator 
Al rushes back to speak with Team A.  CPR is giving the country 
hope with fresh ideas.  Al is enthusiastic that the momentum is 
building in favor of peace.   Reality is much less rosy. 
[lights on] 

Al 
Think how far we have come with our quest!  During the months 
since its inception, The Committee to Preserve the Republic has 
accomplished much. 

Senator N1 
I am impressed, like you have mentioned Al, that Royalty, Rulers 
and Religious leaders have all signed Declarations of Neutrality 
and Peace.  The book “Civil Sense” is making people think 
about where the nation is heading. 

Senator S1 
People want to do more than just watch.  They want to steer the 
country towards peace.  
We have successfully demonstrated the practicalities of 
replacing slaves with machines!  “Civil Sense” is a phenomenon 
not only in the North, but in the South and West as well!  Many 
people at a grass roots level want peace.   

Al 
All the successes we have had to date, only prepare us for what 
lies ahead.  Politics and people need to put the ideas into 
actions!  On this pivot, we prevail or fail.  Either way, there will 
be toil and casualties. 
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Act III 

Results  
of Politicians and People Power 
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Act III Scene 1 

Narrator 
It is the week before the Presidential Election.  Most members 
of Congress are soliciting contributions to their own interests.  
The Joint House and Senate Budget Committee are in session 
on Capitol Hill.  The Country operates only as long as Congress 
lets money flow.  Al’s personal charisma alone has secured 
discussions today with these powerful Congressmen.  As he 
walks up the Capitol steps Al stops and looks up at the half 
finished dome crowning the magnificent marble building.   

Al 
[mumbles to himself]  I wonder if we will finish this Capitol 
building before we pull the pillars out from under our democracy 
by splitting North and South?  Heck, the Washington Monument 
is only half finished too?  
Will our legacy as a Nation be only half-finished works?  Shall 
‘people power’ only mean half-baked in the echoes in the halls 
of history? 

[enters Capitol and his footsteps echo as he proceeds to the 
Budget Committee] 

 Budget Committee Chairman 
Please be seated.  I know it is your style Al but we must keep 
this brief.  We have a lot on the agenda.  

Al 
I respect the awesome responsibility that this congressional 
committee has to keep the Government’s cash flowing.  Without 
funds the Government stops working for the people.  I am here 
today to discuss, briefly - but head on - a solution to the threat of 
Civil War.   
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Congressman 1 
Your total funding requests are astronomical.  I had to look up 
the name of a number with that many zeroes. 

Al 
Respectfully Sir!  Peace will cost one-tenth of what war will.  

 Congressman 2 
Half of a “fifth” of whiskey is what it took me to start 
understanding all you are proposing. 

 Budget Committee Chairman 
The voters, our constituents, are up in arms. 
All congressmen are getting letters about this “Civil Sense” that 
is sweeping the nation.  You are stirring up a lot of commotion 
and emotion on this topic Al.  I have a lot of people as mad as 
hornets from hell telling me what I “must” do. 

 Al 
Sir, there was already a lot of turmoil in the country on this 
subject.  Our book is only trying to heal the wounds before they 
hemorrhage. 
As we speak, clandestine groups of men are meeting to 
dissolve our Union.  The election will be the catalyst that pulls 
apart our country. 

 Budget Committee Chairman 
As a compromise, we will fund your little science experiments 
for six months.  Use the money wisely.  
In four months come back and report progress.  Take the time to 
sharpen the pencil on those figures for total cost of 
implementation.  Do you want the budget deficit to grow?  
[conciliatory] How did you describe your CPR Team – the last 
thread that holds the country together?  We are all pulling for 
you Al. 

  Congressman 1 
Al, Let’s hope your thread is a strong one!  Good luck. 
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Congressman 2 
I know you received far less than you hoped from our meeting.  
Please, reflect upon this my friend.  I can think of no one else 
who would have gotten any money from us while the Nation is 
gripped with Election Fever.   
We respect you and your quest Sir!  We wish you God Speed in 
pursuit of peace. 

Al 
[humbly, disappointedly]  Thank you Gentlemen for your time!   

[exits and mumbles to himself]  
A single frayed thread holds the Sword of Damocles above Lady 
Liberty’s life.  I shudder as I ponder the possibility of our nation 
splitting itself apart? 
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Act III Scene 2 

Narrator 
The Presidential results are being counted.  There is a gloomy 
calm feeling in the cold air around Washington DC.  It is 
palpable like the eye of a hurricane.  All the CPR Senators are 
together waiting, watching and hoping for the election results. 
A worn out Al is walking like there are weights on his shoulders.  
He is trying to motivate himself and his team even as he feels 
the United States being stressed to breaking point. 

Al 
[quietly] Gentlemen, I would like to share a letter with you.  I’ll let 
the suspense build of who it is from.  Yes, he is famous and 
definitely a living legend.  [tiredly] Senator, please read this 

Senator S2 
[reads]  Al, your correspondences give me hope in these 
turbulent times.  Your last letter asked me how do I feel about 
the United States? 
I forcefully respond that I have spent my life helping to build this 
Union by adding the biggest State to it.  I do not want to see the 
country torn apart before my very eyes. 
In 1836, about a hundred men stood defiantly against ten 
thousand when Santa Ana attacked.  The defenders of the 
Alamo considered themselves Americans until their dying 
breaths. 
I was fortunate to lead the Texan Army that answered Santa Ana 
in the next battle.  We yelled slogans of Remember the Alamo 
and Freedom as we trounced the enemy at San Jacinto.  
I proudly led Texas to becoming part of the United States in 
1845.  Today I serve as Governor of this great state!  I love this 
job but will quit before I see Texas in another country.  We have 
been part of the United States for less than two decades. 
Prevalently, there is rebellious talk of dissolving the Union.  I will 
have no part of it.  I will not side with the destroyers of the 
United States.  Have a stout heart Senator!  History is made by 
the common people who persevere. 
Signed, Sam Houston, current Governor of Texas 

Al 
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He is a great man.  He is courageously stands while all around 
him careens a sea of discontent. 

[enters and shouts] 

Newsboy 
Extra! Extra!  Election Results are here!  You wanted the results 
on the double so that is what it will cost you – double 
[Senator N1 buys the papers and hands them out] 

Senator N1 
No one wins a majority.  Lincoln wins the elections with 40% of 
the popular vote.  Douglas gets 30% and Breckinridge 18%. 

Al 
[uncharacteristically cynical] 
About five million voters participated in the election.  We 
estimate that five million soldiers will be involved in a Civil War.  
Ironically, most of these soon-to-be soldiers are currently too 
young to vote. 
[looking for something positive] 
Well, it is November 1860 and the President Elect does not 
actually arrive in Washington until the following March.  We 
have a few months yet to convince the public on the sanity of 
peace.   

Senator S1 
[solemnly]  Please don’t ask me how I know this information.  
Treat it confidentially!  There is, as we speak, a secret meeting 
in South Carolina to decide a response to Lincoln’s victory.   

South Carolina has always been a hot bed of fiery rebellion.  
The politicians advocate a State’s “right” to overrule the Federal 
government.  There is a good chance they will leave the Union 
soon!  Secessionist fever is spreading quickly throughout the 
South. 
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Al 
[with thread barren nerves and feeling nature’s call] 
Pardon me Gentlemen.  I need to, what do the British call it, 
‘spend a penny.’  Wonder if they call it that because one often 
has to pay to pee in Europe.  Sure is good to be in the land of 
the free – restrooms that is. [forces a smile] 
[exits] 

Senator N2 
We must do something.  I have never seen Al so down. 

Senator S2 
Since we started this adventure all those months ago, Al has 
been the steady force behind our quest.  He has been the 
project manager, main motivator and sometimes pain in the 
derriere ever keeping us focused and progressing forward. 

Senator S3 
I agree, we must do something to help him find his resolve 
again. 

Senator N3 
Have you ever seen an experiment with an electrical battery?  It 
is most fascinating.  The current flows until it is exhausted.  The 
scientist recharges the chemicals in the battery and it is good to 
go again. 

Senator N1 
We must take a moment and ever so humbly celebrate our 
successes to date and recharge our batteries.  Shh! Here he 
comes. 
[Al enters] 

Al 
Gentlemen, I am taking the rest of the afternoon off.  I bid you all 
farewell. 
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Senator S1 
If you must Sir, we certainly understand.  Just thought you 
would want to be here for the... um … Team Debriefs. 

Al 
Team Debriefs? 

Senator N1 
That’s right.  We need to discuss progress to date and the next 
courses of action.  We are starting with Team C.  Isn’t that right 
Senators? 
[intrigued, Al sits down] 

Senator N3 
We are putting the initial funds from congress to productive use.  
We’ve ordered steel plows, seed drills and hand pickers.  We 
have been frugal in our expenditures and fortunate with our 
actions. 

Senator S3 
The main point is that we expect 80,000 slaves to be freed this 
year and 400,000 freed in five years.  I know you are doing the 
math that this will take 50 years to resolve slavery. 
Take heart Sir for surely the results will speed up and be - what 
did that mathematician call it - exponentially accelerated. 
  

Senator N3 
We have started the snowball rolling and soon it will pick up 
momentum.  Freed slaves will repay their debts as a way to 
pass the freedom on. 

Senator S3 
The good Senator and I have an estimate we would like to 
share with you.  The secret weapon in our hip pocket is that 
cotton production will now be much more productive.  Prosperity 
will help fuel the freedom movement.  We think quite realistically 
that within 15 years all slaves will be free. 
[clapping from the other Senators] 

Al 
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Well Done men!  [He pauses and stares distantly away.  The 
Senators know this look.  It means Al is getting another idea.] 

Senator N2 
Next up is Team B. “Civil Sense” has sold out seven production 
runs.  Driven by public demand, we are quickly printing more 
copies.  One publisher told me he had even stopped printing the 
Bible for a bit while he catches up on copies of our book. 

 Senator S2 
Books are selling in Europe as well.  Copies have been 
translated into German, Italian and French. 
It must be mentioned that Napoleon III has banned our books.  
However we have heard that they are being smuggled in to 
France where they are actually fairly popular. 

Al 
I am very impressed by your efforts.  I do not want to appear 
ungrateful but more is required of you.  You both on Team B are 
to travel to a major city and learn what motivates the locals. 
 [points to N2] 
You Sir are off to New York.  Lots of people there are new to our 
country.  What do they think?  More importantly how do we help 
them chose peace? 
[points to S2] 
You Sir are going to Richmond.  Virginia is the richest and 
strongest state that may secede.  She is a proud common-
wealth.  Which way is she leaning?  How do we help her to 
embrace peace?  As she leads, the South will surely sway. 
Do the same thing with the printers.  Make a slogan of what 
connects with the local people.   
Gentlemen, our task is critical.  I fear the thread holding our 
society together will soon snap. 

Senator N2 
We will go right after we relate to you the rest of our plan.   

Senator S2 
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During our meetings, you have often said to us, “I want action 
verbs, not just passive ideas.”  [laughter]  In this spirit, we are 
organizing massive popular demonstrations, countrywide in 
favor of peace.  It will take a few months to organize 
demonstrations across the country.  
At the end of February, a week before President Lincoln enters 
the White House; there will be unprecedented public gatherings 
nationwide complete with speeches, parties, music, parades 
and even barbecues out west.  Bells will ring and people will 
sing all across our one country.  All States united in demanding 
peace. 

Senator N2 
We go now.  We wish all of us good luck in our efforts to 
preserve the republic. 
[exits] 

Al 
Team A must focus firmly on Congress - that castle of 
compromises – a Promised Land of promises and promissory 
notes. 

Senator N1 
We need an army of people to communicate our message to the 
congressmen on the hill.  Our task is to find a way to appeal to 
the Northern Senators and their wallets.  They must see that 
peace has something for them and their constituencies.  The 
risk is that they will view resolving slavery as only benefiting the 
South, at the expense of the North.  We are working on this.  

Al 
Thank you for rejuvenating me!  Let’s go to work!  I am off to 
have a telegraph conversation with the President Elect. 

[walks over to the telegraph operators] 
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Dot  
Mister, I mean President Lincoln is on the other end of this 
secured line. 

Al 
Ready to tap?  Here we go.  
Congrats on win.  Straight to questions. Believe SC soon to 
secede.   Send it now please.  [tapping] 
While Dot is sending his, let’s get your message ready.  

Dash 
Yes Sir, we have two ears and two sets of hands at your service.  
We’ll get your messages delivered as fast as electricity can 
travel.  Of course we don’t know if the operators on the other 
end are as good as us but…. 
  

Al 
[interrupts] Stay focused please.  Ready?  Mister President - Oh 
my! - that has a nice ring to it. Our nation is young.  Among the 
world’s nations we are a teenager.  <Stop> 

Dot    
Now it is my turn. 

Al 
South Carolina may secede from the Union but don’t pounce or 
the partitioning will propagate. [clears throat]  

Dash 
Wait Sir, here is the President’s first telegraphed answer.  
What do you propose? 

 Al 
My response is as follows. Rebels act like teenagers, so treat 
them that way.  Give them space.  Allow time for people to think 
about and to act for peace.  [tapping] 

Dot    
Hold on Sir, let me catch up. 

Al 
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If one could only talk into a telegraph on one end and hear from 
it on the other this conversation would go a lot smoother.  
[more tapping] 

Dash 
Then I would be out of a profession.  This job is like doing giant 
dot to dot puzzles.  We decode one letter at a time and with 
patience and a little magic a message appears. 

Al 
Is that dot to dot puzzles or should that be Dot to Dash? 
Waiting for the tapping to finish reminds me of the real cause of 
this conflict between the semi-sovereign states.  It is the lack of 
patience, compassion and communication.   
There is a saying that one must walk a mile in another’s 
moccasins to truly understand them.  We are a big diverse 
country.  It takes six months to travel from the East to the West 
coast.  No wonder we focus on our differences and fail to see 
the similarities. 
When, I mean if Civil War comes, it will be fought by common 
countrymen and kinfolks.  We speak near enough the same 
words.  It is not like foreign powers speaking strange languages 
are attacking us.  We would be at war with ourselves. 

Dash    
Here is the President’s reply. 
Al, I will be parentally patient in the beginning of this conflict.  I 
hope for peace simultaneously prepare for war!  Firmly on my 
shoulders is a sacred duty to preserve the Union.  I will.  
Sincerely, A. Lincoln. 

[lights off] 
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Act III Scene 3 

Narrator 
CPR is enlisting everyone possible to help convince Congress 
to vote for peace.  The volunteers see how far they have come 
together.  They also realize that the task before them now is like 
climbing Mount Everest. 
  

Senator S1 
Thanks y’all for coming here today to get ready for our jog 
around Capitol Hill.   For Congress is the keeper of the cash.  
Without their funding our quest ends in failure. 

Senator N1 
Democracy is not a spectator sport.  It takes participation! 

Philosopher 
The people have the power only as long as they exercise it.  
The fire of democracy takes constant care.  If we neglect our 
duty, we let the few take the power away from the many. 

Preacher 
We represent the people who want peace.  We speak with a 
small still voice but our cause is like thunder to just souls.  It 
takes all of us working together to amplify the tones of our 
message and drown out the belligerent war drums.  

Senator N2 
The people need leadership.  In less than two months there will 
be massive demonstrations for peace across this one country.  
Surely the elected Congressmen must feel pressure from their 
voters. 

Senator S2 
The people, with a ‘Civil Sense’ in their hearts will stand up and 
demand a change to the path that would split our country apart. 
We need to ensure that Congress realizes that the people are 
the Masters and the Congressmen the servants.  Once elected, 
they so quickly try to reverse the roles.  
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Mechanical Genius 
We have proven that machines and improvements will 
effectively replace slavery.  What we need now is the cash and 
courage to implement. 

Ann 
I compliment all of you who have worked so hard for peace. I 
also ask you to realize that while men contemplate the logic of 
this quest, it is the women who give it a heart.   
We women are fueled by emotion.  There will be urgency and a 
human face to the cause when women are fully committed to it.! 

Al 
[whispering to Ann]  Well said my dear! 
[loud to the crowd] 
Everyone please get a copy of the list of who is contacting 
whom.  Reinforce with the Congressmen what they are hearing 
from their cantankerous constituents.  Our purpose is for 
congress to fully fund the peace enterprise. 

Newsboy 
[wearily]  Extra! Extra! You probably don’t want to read all about 
it.  More Violence  [cynically] There is a profusion of confusion. 
Border fighting kills dozens.  Country bustin’ its seams!  Terror 
spreads and tears widen! 

Al 
Why do moral individuals become thugs in groups doing evil?  
What triggers the transformation from peace to war within a 
single human heart?  How quickly hate amplifies until it is 
Master.  What is a group of monkeys called?  

Philosopher 
I believe the term for a group of monkeys is a troop. 
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Senator N2 
[changes the subject] 
We will lobby Congress until the Christmas break and then pick 
up again when they return.  Congress will vote on this issue 
early in the Spring of 1861. 

Al 
Shall Darwin be proven right by a country led by a troop of 
elected monkeys?  Our quest with the self-serving Congress 
continues.  So Springtime is the pivot point for our history.  We 
are at critical cross roads – what will our nation chose – peace 
or war? 

[thoughtfully]  Shall springtime see blossoms of reason or 
bloody uncivil war?  Let me say this frankly.  Will enlightened 
minds lead with logic or will the yellow daffodils be stained red 
from leaking corpses of our fellow countrymen and maybe even 
ourselves? 
Each of us must actively engage in this cause. Let us produce 
the peace that today lives only on paper! 
[clapping and cheering] 

[lights off] 
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Act III Scene 4 

Narrator 
CPR and their supporters climbed Capitol Hill every day until the 
Winter Break.  Progress was painfully slow in the halls that 
echoed with hatred.  Some Congressmen support the peace 
cause.  Most were like cold mountain caves where warm peace 
has not yet penetrated. 
Al is at home with Ann.  He is full of nervous energy and vitality.  
He works to find ways to convince the stubborn self-serving 
congressmen.  Team B Senators on assignment just sent him 
telegraphs. 

[by the fireplace] 

Ann 
‘Tis the Season for Peace on Earth.  Why does peace need a 
season?  Why can’t it be year round like an evergreen? 

Al 
[busily writing, nods]  Good point !  I agree my dear. 
[knocks at the door] 

Ann 
Come in from the cold and warm yourselves by the fire. 
[Dot and Dash enter] 

Dot 
Telegraph Sir from New York City. 

 Dash 
And one from Richmond Virginia.  

Ann 
Would you like a hot drink? 

Dot 
Thanks Ma’am, but…... 
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Dash 
We have more messages to deliver tonight.  Sorry but we have 
to dash. 
[both exit] 

Al 
The Senator in New York writes the following. 
Al, people in New York are motivated by the cause to “Preserve 
the Union.”  Most see slavery as side issue.  We printed slogan 
of “Save Our Union Now!” on posters, buttons and shirts!  Sales 
brisk.  People energetic.  Copies given out free with book!  Huge 
public demonstration in a few months.  Hope weather and 
opinions thaw.  <Stop> 

Ann 
What does the Senator in Richmond say? 

Al 
He writes: 
Richmond wants peace.  People here are so proud.  If pushed 
they will fight.  Most sympathize with South.  Many want slavery 
resolved peacefully. 
Foremost issue is “Protect Home.”  We printed on every 
possible medium this slogan for peace.  Reads “Protect Home 
and Hearth – Choose Peace Now!”   
Rebel forces are strong here but our supporters are too.  I am 
reminded of the American Revolution where 1/3 of the people 
were loyal to the King. 1/3 wanted freedom and 1/3 did not care.  
Victory went to those lovers of liberty, for they worked the 
hardest. 
We will also…..  OTWL 
Ann, what does OTWL mean? 

Ann 
It means the telegraph operator stopped listening before the 
sender stopped talking.  OTWL means – over the word limit.  
We will have to wait for the rest of the message.  
They are good men and you are a great leader my love!  You 
look tired my dear.  It must be all your sleepless nights.  Why 
are you so restless during your sleep? 

!95



Al 
It is my dreams.  They are so lifelike and motivating. 

Ann 
Please share them with me my love. 

Al 
In my dream a terrible battle is raging.  A sea of blue is fighting 
waves of gray.   

Ann 
What is your role in all this? 

Al 
I am an officer.  My men and I have run out of ammunition. I give 
the order to attach bayonets.  I yell charge and lead my troops 
forward.  I scream motivating commands as we aggressively run 
at the enemy.  Hand to hand combat follows. 
I make eye contact with my foe. I don’t know why but in that split 
second I saw my brother’s face on the person I was attacking.  I 
stop and lower my weapon.  The enemy soldier shoots at me 
but he is out of bullets as well.  I reach into my haversack and 
pull out a baseball. 

 Ann 
A baseball?  On the battlefield?  Glad you are not a soldier by 
profession.  I just want you safe! 

Al 
I throw the spinning sphere towards the enemy soldier.  He uses 
his rifle like a bat and returns my ball via a line drive.  I duck and 
start laughing.  He lets out a loud laugh too. 
Slowly all around us, those who had been fighting stop to see 
the source of this faint but distantly familiar sound.  The 
contagious laughter spreads until it covers the whole field and 
all the fighting stops. 
We collectively look around and the laughter ends.  We look at 
the green fields covered with red blood and the still bodies of 
our friends and foes.  Spontaneously, we all start crying.  We cry 
for ourselves, our loved ones and our broken country. 
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Through the daze and haze of battle, we all become color blind.  
We cease to see blue or gray, black or white.  We each only see 
fellow countrymen.  We all just want peace.    

Ann 
It is an amazing dream.  I understand why it is so vivid for you.  
You have the vision for peace my love.  Now the country just 
needs to apply it.  When we can we will charge back up Capitol 
Hill.  Be sure to put a baseball in your bag just for luck. 

[knocks at the door] 

Ann 
Good evening Senators.  Please come in.  May I get you 
something to drink?  

Senator N3 
We have an idea we would like to discuss with you Al! 
[nods to Ann and rushes over to Al] 

Senator S3 
[to Ann] 
A drink would be most appreciated.  Thank you! 
[to Al]   
Remember our action to figure out how to appeal to the 
Northern Senators?  [Al nods] 

Senator N3 
Some Senators from the North are saying – why should we 
spend billions to solve a Southern problem?  They narrowly see 
only that which serves them.  Greed and gaining fat wallets are 
all that motivate them.  The question is how to motive Northern 
Senators to support the Peace Initiative.  The answer is a 
transcontinental railroad.  

Senator S3 
A couple of years ago, Theodore Judah wrote a book about the 
practicalities of building a railroad from the east coast to the 
west coast.  
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Senator N3 
Since then, we in Congress have argued about where to build 
the cross country train tracks.  Each Senator proposed a route 
that would most benefit themselves at the expense of the entire 
project and the country.  The project is currently deadlocked. 

Senator S3 
We propose that the first transcontinental railroad be built in the 
North or more accurately the middle of the country from 
Nebraska to mid California. 

Senator N3 
This plan also has the added benefit of keeping the Border 
States within the Union.  Rebel forces in the Border States 
would have them join the Confederacy.  There is nothing like a 
grand project to keep the borders loyal to a unified country. 
  

Senator S3 
It will keep California in the Union too.  The sooner the 
Californians connect with the rest of the Union the better.  The 
railroad- like a giant zipper - will join the country together. 
  

Senator N3 
Let’s put the youthful energy of our growing country to building a 
great latitudinal link.   

Senator S3 
Preventing civil war keeps the North and South together.  It 
makes sense to expand from the East to the West.  Where it 
now takes months to travel across our country, it will only take 
days. 

Al 
Brilliant!  This fantastic plan is practical and will appeal to the 
more – shall we say – money motivated individuals.  Let us, as 
one nation, manifest our destiny.  President Lincoln is a staunch 
supporter of railroads.  This plan will work! 

[knocks at the door, Ann let in the Newsboy, Dot and Dash] 
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Newsboy 
Extra! Extra! South Carolina has seceded with battle cries that   
the Union is now null and void.  They call on other Southern 
States to join a Confederacy. 

Dot 
Telegraph Sir from the President.  He wants help keeping the 
country together. 

Dash 
The President Elect is worried.  His hopes are being dashed on 
the rocks of succession. 

Al 
[reads] 
Tear started.  North and South becoming two separate nations.  
How do we bridge widening gully?  SC teenager left home.  
Others soon to follow.  How best to preserve the Union?  Please 
advise. Abe  <Stop> 

Dot and Dash write this down please.   
Let local rebels vent.  Pull Federal troops out of SC.  Say forts 
closing for refurbishment. 
Do not anger Virginia!  They are linchpin in all this. 
Congress will vote soon on funding peace.  Must give peace a 
chance to unify country and welcome home SC prodigal son. 
I know that you will have a plan B – a Battle plan - should peace 
enterprise fail.  Will talk later about idea to energize 
transcontinental railroad.   Train tracks across the country will 
stitch the States back together. 
Sincerely, Al 

[lights off] 
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[spotlight on President Lincoln in Illinois] 

President Lincoln 
[paces as he talks to Mary, Dot and Dash] 
Four score and a few years ago, our forefathers brought forth a 
new nation on this continent.  Foundations set on freedom and 
liberty. 
We live in dangerous times. Lady Liberty has Sword of 
Damocles overhead that threatens to split her in two. Sword  
held by a single thread that is CPR.   
Soon divided house that is our country will cease being so.  We 
join together peacefully or bloody war will follow to preserve 
Union.  I wish CPR Good Luck.  You will need it! 

Mary 
What is the Sword of Damocles? 

Abe Lincoln 
It is a story from ancient Greece.  The King lets one of his 
subjects be the Ruler for a day.  The King, wanting to make a 
point of the uncertainties of power, invited the Day Ruler to a big 
banquet.  The feast is lavish and full of food and entertainment.  
The Temporary Ruler looked up and saw a sword hanging from 
the ceiling directly above his head.  The sword was held in place 
with a single thread that symbolizes the uncertainty of power. 
In the analogy Al told me, Lady Liberty has a similar sword 
precariously perched above her head. It is symbolic of the 
imminent perils facing our country.  There are those who call for 
war at the expense of our united freedom.  We must stand up to 
them or lose our liberties. 

Mary 
If the sword falls - Lady Liberty who represents our country - is 
split in two.  CPR is single thread right?  So much is riding on 
the shoulders of so few.  Is there a draft in here?  I just got a 
cold chill. 
[lights off]  
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Act III Scene 5 

Narrator 
For months CPR has lobbied Congress to pass the peace bill.  
Today, like so many days before, Al and Ann are walking up the 
Capitol steps.  They lead an entourage on a quest to convince 
Congress to act now! 

Ann 
Why such a concerned look on your face my love?  What are 
you thinking? 

Al 
As we daily climb these Capital steps, I think of the Lewis and 
Clark Adventure.  They wrote that crossing the Rocky Mountains 
was a daily climb to the summit, only to get a view of more 
mountains ahead of them.  Everyday we ascend to the top of 
the hill only to find there is still so much more to do.  They 
persevered and we will too. 

Ann 
[reaches in her purse and pulls out the paper duck bill] 
Remember this toy for children?  [Al nods] 
How long have people made this paper toy?  As part of this 
adventure someone figured out how to simply apply it to picking 
cotton.  Now, fewer slaves are required.  Though the journey is 
full of difficulties and peril, at the end of your vision will be 
victory! 

Al 
[smiles]  I still have my baseball! 

Ann 
[playfully]  And you know how to use it. 

Al 
[with determination] There is a groundswell of grassroots 
support to give peace a chance.  Why won’t self absorbed 
Congress listen to the will of the people? 

Ann 
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Many Congressmen are only motivated by personal greed.  Like 
you say my love, the goal should be good government. 

Al 
The people believe a technological solution is possible.  The 
mail to Congress has increased 100 times.  The people are 
vocal in their support for peace. 
There are violent factions in this country trying to stir up Civil 
War.  This is driven largely by those who would profit from war. 
Congress has the constitutional power to declare war.  Maybe 
we need an amendment that gives them the opposite power to 
declare peace.  Congress needs to lead and fund the peace 
efforts.  The vote is very close. 

Ann 
From these steps we can see where we have come from and 
where we’re going. 

Al 
See how the pillars of democracy rise to support the half 
finished Capitol Dome.  People are the power within the pillars. 
I think that [a man passes in front of Al as gun shots are heard] 

Ann 
[screams]   Al, Oh, Al! No!  Get a doctor!  I have feared this for 
so long.  [she tries to hang onto Al but he stumbles and falls 
next to a Capitol pillar] 

Al 
Hold me my love!  History has always persecuted those who 
stand for logic amidst chaos.  To this long list of martyrs I 
willingly add my name! 
I love you Ann, I am sorry to leave you my dearest. 
[pulls out a baseball and holds it high]  I so wanted to see us 
succeed in the final innings of our adventure. 
[gasping]  Freedom!  Freedom is an action verb! 
[his hand goes limp, the baseball rolls down the Capitol steps as 
Ann sobs and the crowd cries out] [lights off] 
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Finale 

Peace  
of Martyrs and Me 
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Narrator 
President Lincoln ordered that Al’s body received a public 
viewing in the Capitol Rotunda.  Fitting, he said that a life spent 
in the pursuit of peace be honored under the dome of one 
government.   
Al’s death energized the nationwide public demonstrations for 
peace.  Newspapers reported about the solidarity of the United 
States citizens. 
[spot light on Newsboy] 

Newsboy 
Extra! Extra!  Read All About It! 
National Protest. Everyone Outside Showing Support For 
Peace. 
In every city and town the people have hit the streets.  It seems 
like no one is left inside.  The crowds chant “Remember Al’s 
sacrifice. We want peace.  We want it now.”  Will the politicians 
listen? 
[light off] 

Narrator 
Our Nation mourns the loss of a leader.  The whole country 
pauses to recognize the life of a hero.  His sole focus was to 
solve the obstacles preceding peace.  
Today is Al’s funeral.  The funeral begins in a church near the 
Capitol.  At the same time Congress debates funding Al’s Peace 
Enterprise.  Today is decision day! 

Cardinal Calvin 
[to an overflowing congregation]  We welcome you here today to 
celebrate the life of an extraordinary American.  He was a loving 
husband.  He was successful as a judge and in politics but he 
never forgot his humble roots. 
He could have retired to a comfortable life but this was not his 
way.  He utilized his vitality to lead a country to heal the wounds 
splitting herself apart.  We mourn today our Country’s loss but 
also celebrate his cause.  We would like to invite the President 
to the podium.  He will be followed by the Widow Ann. 
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President Lincoln 
Four Score and few years ago our forefathers brought forth on 
this continent a new nation.  She was conceived in liberty and 
dedicated to the principles of freedom and equality for all men 
[looks toward Ann] and women. 
Al carried the torch of great men like Washington and Jefferson.  
In this divisive time, Al had the courage to stand for one country.  
Passive was not a word in Al’s vocabulary.  He rolled up his 
sleeves and organized the Committee to Preserve the Republic.   
His active message was simple, work together to resolve our 
common differences, preserve peace and unify country.  He 
said, it is easier in the long run to resolve the issues tearing us 
apart then it is to fight a war over them! 
His last words echo profoundly and energetically call for peace.  
“Freedom, Freedom is an action verb.”   With respect to my dear 
friend, I must leave now and go to the Capitol to encourage 
Congress to vote for Al’s Peace Enterprise.  Ann, we all mourn 
your loss with you.   
[exits] 

Senator N1 
[stands up, motions to CPR Senators and walks to the podium]  
May we please say a few words before we too must hurry to the 
Capitol to Vote?  [Ann and the Cardinal nod approval]  We his 
fellow Congressmen miss him so much.  He was our leader, 
coach and friend! 

Senator S1 
When he formed CPR, the press mocked him for choosing 
members with strong sectional feelings from the North and 
South.  Al confidently replied the gap must stop here with these 
gentlemen or the whole country does not have a chance.  We 
learned to respect and overcome our differences. 

Senator N2 
His main concern was with all the people of our Nation.  He 
often compared the pending conflict between American States 
to gladiators in the Roman Coliseum.  He said it is only the 
crowd that can stop this madness.  Reach the people and peace 
will follow. 
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  Senator S2 
Al gave us the vision and we wrote “Civil Sense”.  We are 
humbled by its success.  Thanks to everyone who bought, read 
and put it into action. 
Al would often say, get to the main point.  So here it is, we leave 
now to vote to put Al’s peace plan into action! 

Senator N3 
He forged us together as a team.  We believe in him and the 
cause.  With his encouragement, we accomplished marvelous 
feats that separately, each of us did not think we were capable 
of.   

Senator S3 
A mechanical solution to replace slavery is today being 
implemented.  Machines and improvements are reducing the 
need for slavery. 
Al was never pious or judgmental.  He made it clear that the 
country’s ills are everyone’s problems.  We need to continue to 
work together to solve them. 
  
 [Senators exit as Ann steps up to the podium] 

 Ann 
Thank you all for being here today. 
Al once mentioned to me that if anything happened to him, I 
should look in his files under the letter ‘G’.  I never thought much 
about it until yesterday. 
I found a folder labeled “Goodbye My love” 
[crying but finding the strength to continue] 
I found two letters and a funeral outline.  I won’t share my 
personal letter but he asked that I read this one with you at his 
funeral. 
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[Al’s voice] 
It is the unexpected turns that give a river character.  So it is 
with our lives.  This just cause must continue.   
I am sorry; I could not be here with you all to continue the quest.  
Even without a coach, the team must carry on to victory!   
I truly believe some wars are unavoidable to defend our 
freedoms.  There are times to fight for what we believe.  Evil 
forces that would enslave our liberties must be opposed. 
I also believe that there are other times when love, logic and 
actions can overcome obstacles, confront conflicts and produce 
peace!  Confusion and misunderstanding are often the germs of 
conflict.  Compassion and communication are the cure.  Now 
get going – even ‘peace’ takes effort to implement! 

Ann 
This is so Al!  He once quoted to me an estimate that one million 
Americans would die or be wounded in a civil war.   
I asked him to explain to me what this meant.  I said men are 
prone to logic but women need to feel to understand. 
The following dinner, he asked me to think of ten men close to 
my life. I did so.  He then looked into my eyes with a piercing 
gaze and asked, which one would you pick to die in a civil war?  
I gasped and he added, Southern ladies will pick two!  Al had a 
way with helping us see the potential results of our actions 
before it was too late to change them.  
Yesterday I cried.  This morning too but it is now time to dry the 
tears.  Not because I miss him less but because I remember 
him more.  Al was a happy, motivated member of society. 
Al always liked short meetings and we want to keep with this 
spirit. 
Al asked me to thank you all for coming here today.  He said, 
“tell them to radiate courage because a government powered by 
people takes constant care! 
After the services, please meet with me on the Capitol steps.  
We are holding a candlelight vigil until we hear the 
Congressmen’s decision on Al’s Peace Enterprise. 
[as she walks away, tears stream down her face and she 
pauses]  I miss you my love!  You were a great husband and 
friend.  Somehow we will find the strength to see this through! 

Cardinal Calvin 
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[returns to the podium as the lights slowly fade] 

Narrator 
Candle lights surround the half completed Capitol.  To those 
inside it is an awesome sight.  The speaker in the Senate 
chambers calls the lights – Lady Liberty’s lamps. 
Al wanted this event to be lively.  Music and a sea of candles 
surround the Capitol steps.  There is a nervous tension in the air 
as the crowd awaits the decision. 

Ann 
[addresses the crowd]  With democracy, people have the power 
to choose freedom over tyranny; to choose free thinking over 
slavery of thought.  May these candles enlighten us all and 
motivate us to keep our elected leaders working for us.  We are 
the source and checks and balance of the power. 

Newsboy 
[reads from hand written notes] 
Extra! Extra! Hear All About It!  Congress votes - yes!  Peace 
has a chance.  Civil War avoided.   
Civil Peace starts right here, right now!  Much work left to do!   
[lights off] 

Narrator 
What if there was not an American Civil War?  What if we one 
day learn that peace is harder upfront to promote and much 
better in the long run than war?  ………. 
   

The End 
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CPR* Teams 

!  

* Committee to Preserve the Republic 

Exhibit A 

Team A 
Lead  

the overall  
effort with 
focus and  
strategy 

Team B 
Bring  

the conflict 
home to  

people and  
politics

Team C 
Replace  

the slaves 
through 

actions and  
technology 
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!  

Eli Whitney’s Cotton Gin patent application 
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!  

Cotton Gin 

“Using the gin, one slave produced fifty times more cotton.  The 
result was cheaper cotton and a need for more for slaves.    The 
number of slaves in the South sky rocketed.  Owners made 
fortunes from the unpaid workforce.” 

Exhibit B 
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From Cotton to Cloth 
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!  
Jethro Tull Seed Planter 

(Wikipedia Commons) 

!  

Duck Bill 
(copyright MAKE 2008 used with permission) 
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!  

Whorl 
(copyright MAKE 2008 used with permission) 
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!  
Spinning Wheel 

!  

Spinning Jenny 

(Pictures from Wikipedia Common) 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Weaving 

!  
Threads go over and under to weave cloth. 
(Cozy Clozy page 19.  Used with permission) 

!  
Mechanical Weaving. 

(Wikipedia Commons) 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Sword of Damocles 

!  
Richard Westall’s Sword of Damocles 1812 

(Wikipedia Commons) 
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Before telephones were invented, people communicated 
by telegraphs.  Messages were sent one letter at a time 
by tapping the machine. “Dashes” of electricity were sent 
through wires to the receiving telegraph operator. The 
Telegraph would be decoded and then delivered like a 
letter. 
Today, telecommunications are instant and global.  Let’s 
hope we use the technology to improve society not tear it 
apart. 

!  
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!  
United States Capitol Dome under 
construction March 4, 1861.  (Wikipedia Commons) 

Al 
“I wonder if we will ever finish this Capitol before we 
pull out the pillars of our democracy by splitting North 
and South?   
Will our legacy as a Nation be only half-finished 
works?  Shall ‘people power’ only mean half-baked in 
the echoes in the halls of history?” 
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